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To the S eene^s moji excilknt Majejiity Elizabeth, 
by thi ^ 'oce ofGod^^eene ^England, Frauncc, 
^m^Ircknd, lie. Thomas Churchyard wl/heth 
ahv^es BkJJedneSj Good Fortune^ ViSime^ and 
worldly Honour^ with the Encreafe of quiet Raigne^ 
vertuom Lyjiy and moJi princely Government. 



MOST redoubted and royall aueeney that 
kings doe feare^ ^fut^fcs- -doc iiq^our^ 
ftroi^ers leekc fucb?ifii; of^'iand peoj^lb oif fpc- 
ciall fpirit acknowledge. (-as their.nif«rifold books 
declare) I lead of all, prefiA&^ to . filLEre, either 
in prefenting matter to be^jdMdofy;fer to ad* 
venture the cracking \of, ir^mc^ ViA Writing 
any thing, that may breede ' miflike (prefents 
not well taken, in me deepie judgement of fo 
high and mightie a prkicefie). Sut where a mul* 
titude (runnes forward (forced throu^ defirc or 
fortune to fhewe d uetie, or to fee what falleth 
out of their fofwardnes, I ftepping in among the 
reft, am driven and led (by a^edion to followe) 
beyond the force of my .power or feeling of any- 
learned arte, , So being thruft on with the throng, 
I finding my felf brought before the prefence of 
your Majeftic (but barely furnifhed of know- 
ledge) to whom I muft utter fome naatter of de- 
light, or from whom I muft retourne all abafhed 
With open diigrace. Thus Gracious Lady, under 
your princely favour I have undcrtakfcw xg ^tx 
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foorth a worke in the honour of Wales, where 
your highnes aunceftors tooke name, and where 
your Majeftie is as much loved and feared, as in 
any place of your highneffe dominion. And 
the love and obedience of which people fo ex- 
ceedes, and furpaffeth the conmion good-will of 
the world, that it feemeth a wonder in our age 
(wherein are fo many writers), that no one man 
doth not worthely according to the countries 
goodnes fet forth that noble foyle and nation. 
Though in deede divers have lleightly written 
of the fame, and fome of thofe labours deferveth 
the reading, yet except the eye be a witnes to 
their workes, the writers can not therein fufE- 
ciently yeeld due commendation to thofe ftately 
fbylos ai|4 principalities. For which caufe I 
hzye[i^^fLy\ii fondr^ .^^^^J^ <?f purpofe through 
the faMe; arid whafi&'wrrtlfc^ of I have beheld, 
and throtf^y ieen^,: to my great contentment 
and admbatlon:*..¥^or*lhe citties, townes, and 
goodly*.<jdftl]bs*tl»toof are to be mufed on, and 
merites lio^'l^ee Vc^^fei ii everlafting memorie, 
but chiefly the caftles ^that ftand like a company 
of fortes^ may not be forgotten, their buyldings. 
are fo princely, their ftrength is fo greate, and 
they arc fuch ftately featcs and defences of na-^ 
ture. To which caftles great royaltie and liv- 
ings belongeth, and have bene and are in the 
giftes of princes, now poffcffed of noble men 
and fuch as they appoint to keep them. The 
royalties whereof are alwayes looked unto, but the 
caftles doe dayly decay, a forrowfull light and in 
a maner remediles. ^ut nowe to come to the 
conditions of the people, and to fliewe fomewhat 
of their curtefie, loyaltie, and naturall kindnes, 
I prefume your Majeftie will pardon me to fpeake 
or^ for of trueth your highnes is no foner named 
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among them, but fiich a gcnerall rejoyfing dodi 
arife, as maketh glad any good mans hart to be- 
hold or hcare it, it proceeds of fuch an afFec* 
tionate favour. For let the meaneft of the court 
come downe- to that countrey, he fhal be fo fa- 
luted, halfed and made of, as though he were 
fomc lords fonne of that foyle, and further the 
plain people thinks it debt and duetie, to follow 
a ftrangers ftirrop (being out of the way) to 
bring him where he wimeth, which gcntlcnes 
in all countries is not ufed, ^id yet befides aU 
this goodnes and great regard, there is neither 
hewe nor cry f for a robbery) in many hundreth 
myles riding, lo whether it oe for feare of juftice, 
love of God, or good difpofition, fmall robberies 
or none at all are heard of there. They triumph 
likewife fo much of fidejirie, that the ve;ry name 
of a falfifier of promec, a myirtherer or a theef, 
is moft odious among them, efpecially ^ tray tor 
is fo hated, that his wh(tlc nice is n^ted. at and 
abhordas I have heard there, report , of Par rie and 
others, who the comraoo - i«opl& wpjild have 
tome inpeeces if theliwc had not'proceeded* 
And fuch regard they have one of another, that 
neither in market townes, highwayes, meetings, 
nor publicke affemblies they urive not for place, 
nor fliewe any kind of royfting : for infted of 
fuch high ftomackes and ftoutnes, they ufe frend^ 
ly ialutations and courtefie, acknowledging due- 
tie therebv, and doing fuch reverence to their 
betters, that every one in his degree is fo well 
underftdod and honored, that none can juftly 
fay hec bath fufFered injurie, or found offence 
by the rude and barbarous befiaviour of the peo<* 
pie* Thefc ufeges of theirs, with the reft that 
may be ipokea of' their civil maner and honeft 
frame ot lyfe^ doth argue there is.fome moro 
4 itfjd«x 
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nobler nature in that nation, then is generally 
reported, which I doubt not but your Highnes i& 
as willing to heare as I am dfHrous to make mvL* 
nifeft and publifti : the hope whereof redoubled! 
my boldnes, and may happely Ihccld mcfrom the 
hazard of worlds haftie judgement, that coa- 
demnes men without canfc for writing that they 
know, and praifing of people before their faces : 
(which fufpicious heads call a kind of adulation) 
but if telling of troth, be rsbukable, and playne 
fpeeches be oflFenlive, the ignorant world fliall 
dwell long in errors, and true writers may fo- 
daynly fit in filencc. I have not only fearched 
fondry good authors for the confirmation of my 
matter, but alfo paynfuUy traveiled to trye out 
the fubftance of that is written, £6r feare of corn- 
miking fomc pn^ardoa^le fault and offence, in 
prMrftin*g. tpis •b\)oke>:iuA:o your Highneffe* 
Which .wrke^ albeit *flf isT but litle, (becaufe 
k treatQt];iiotof*^^i^)C fhieres) yet greatly k 
Ihal nripjce' the] JvB^e coontr^y ot Wales, when 
they fnairh'ejire.ii.nath: found favour in your 
gracious* fight,' Mi* kcAi pafTed through diofe 
blefied hands, that holds the rayne and bridle of 
many a ftateiy kingdooae, and terry torie. And 
myfdfe (hall reape fo much gladnene, by the free 
pailage of this fimple labour, that hereafter I 
jhatl goe through (God fparing life) with the 
reft of the other ihieres not here named. Thefe 
things <mly taken in hand^ . to <:aufe your High^ 
siefle to knowe, what puyfance and ftrength fuch 
a prinoeile is of, that may commaund duch a 
people : and what obedience love and loyaltie is 
m fuch a countrey, as hereunto hath bin but lk«* 
tie fooken of, and yet defer^eth moft greateft 
lawoation. And in deede 4Sie ittore honorable 
k is, for thaet your ifltghntifie pwQel; aunoe* 

ftors 
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ftors fprong forth of the noble braunches of that 
nation. Thus duetifully praying for your Ma- 
jeities long prcfervation, (by whofe bountie and 
goodnefie 1 a long while have lived) I wifli your 
Hi^ncffe all the hap, honour, viftorie, and 
harts eafe, that can be deiired or imagined. 

Your Highnelfe humble fervant and fubjeft, 

Thomas Churchyards 



To 
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bred in that coujitrey : which kings in their 
limes, to the glory of England, have wrought 
wonders, and brought great benefites to our 
Weale publicke. Among the fame princes, I 
pray you give me leave to place our good Queene 
Elizabeth, and pardon me withall to commit you 
to the chronicles, for the feeking out of her 
aunceftors noble adtions, and fufFer me ta fhewe 
a little of the goodneffe, gathered by us, from 
her M^efties well doing, and poifeued along 
feafon from her princely and juft. dealings. An 
aft fo noble and notorious, that neither can 
efcape immortall faine^ nor Ihall not paffe my 
pen unrefited. 

Now weigh in what plight was our ftate when 
fhe came firft to the crowne, and fee how foone 
religion was reformed, (a matter of great mo- 
ment) peace planted, and warres utterly extin- 
guilhed, as the fequell yet falleth out. 

Then behold how Ihe fuccoured the afflifted 
in Fraunce, (let the going to Newhaven bcarc 
witncffe) and chargeably without breaking of 
league mainteyned her friends and amazed her 
enemies. 

Then looke into the fervice and prefervation 
of Scotland (at the fiege of Leeth) and fee how 
finely the French were all Ihipped away (they 
being a great power) and fent home in fuch fort, 
that never fince they had mynd to returne the- 
ther againe, in that falhion and forme that they 
fayled towards Scotland at the firft. 

Then confider how bace our money was, and 
in what ftiort tyme (with little loffe to our coun- 
trey) the bad. coyne was converted to good fil- 
yer : and fo is like to continue to the end of the 
world. 

Then 
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Then in the advancing of Gods word and 
good people, regard how Rochell was relieved^ 
and Rone and other places, found caufe to pray 
for her life, who fought to purchace their peace 
and fee them in faftie. 

Then thinke on the care fhe tooke for Flaun- 
ders, during the firft troubles, and how that 
countrey had been utterly dejftroycd, if her 
Hi^ines helping hand had not propped up that 
tottering ftate. 

Then chrlftianly conceive how many multi- 
tudes of ftraungers fhe hath given gracious coun-* 
tenance unto, and hath freely licenfed them to 
live here in peace and reft. 

Then paife in an equall ballauce the daunge- 
rous eftate of Scotland once againe, when the 
kin|;sowne fubje&s kept the callle of Edenbrough 
agamft their owne naturall lord and maifter : 
which prefumptuous part of fubjefts, her Highi 
neiTe could not abide to behold : whereupon fhe 
fent a fuj£cient power to ayde the kings maje-r 
ftic : which power valiantly wonne the cafUe^ 
and freely delivered the fame to the, right owner 
thereof, with all the treafure and prifoners there- 
in. 

Then regard how honourably fhe hath dealt 
with divers princes that came to lee her, or need- 
ed her magnificent fupportation and counte- 
nance. 

Then looke throughly into the mightinefle 
and managing of all matters gone about and put 
in exercife prmcely, and yet pcaceablv fince the 
day of her Highneffe coronation, and you ibal 
be forced to confeiTe that fhe furmounts a great 
number of her predeceflbrs : and fhe is not at 
this day no whit inferiour to the greateft mo- 
narke of the world, 

4 \* 
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Is not fuch a peereles quecnc then, a comfort 
to Wales, a glorie to England, and a great re- 
joyfing to all her good neighbours ? And doth 
not (he dayly defervc to have bookes dedicated in 
the bigheft degree of honor to her Highneffc } 
Yes undpubtedly, qt els piy fences and judge- 
ment fayleth nie. 

So (good reader) do judge of ray labours : 
my pen is procured by a band of caufes to write 
a$ farre as my knpwledge may l^de : and my 
ductic hath no end of fervice, nor no limits are 
fct to a loyall fubjeft, but to yfiih and worke to 
the uttermoft of power. 

Within this worke are fever^U difcourfes : 
fomc of the beautie and bleffednes of the coun- 
trey : fomQ of the ftrength and ftatelyneffc pf 
their impregnable c^ftles : forae of their trim 
townes and nne fituation : fome of their antiqui- 
tic, (hewing fron) what kings ^nd princes they 
tooke tlieir nrft naijoie and prerogative. So ge- 
iier^y of all maner of matters belonging to tn^f 
foylc, a$ churches, monuments, mountayijes, 
valleys, waters, bridges, fayrcgentleip^ns houfcs, 
and me reft of things whatfoever, may become 
a writers pen to touch, pr a readers judgejpcnt 
tp knowe. I write not cpntencjoufly tP find 
fault with any, or confute the former writers and 
tyme : but to advauncc and winne credite to the 
prefent trueth, agreeing ^nd yeelding to all fpr* 
mer tymes and ages, that hath juftly given every 
nation their due, and truely without ^ffeftion 
hath fct dpwne in plaine words ^c worthjnes of 
plaine people : fpr I honor and love as much ti. 
true author^ as I hate and deteft a reporter of 
trifding fables. A true hiftorie is called tjie 
miftreffe of life : and yet ail fciftoryographers in 
writing of one thing, agree not weif one with 

another 
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another : becaufe the writers were not prefent wiUiam Mai- 
in the tymes, in the places, nor faw the perfons meiburic de r&> 
they make mention of : but rather have leaned gj^f/j^^*^^^; 
and liftned on the common report, than ftayed late writer, yet 
or trufted to their owne experience. excellently 

Strabo a moft famous writer findes fault (for Jj^^^f^'^^^*.^* * 
the like occafion) with Erftaotheus, Metrodorus, againft William 
Septius, Poffidonius, and Patrocles the geo-P^'^^usandPol- 
grapher : and fuch difcord did arife among wri- A^jJ airi'heir 
ters in time paft, as Jofephus faith againft Appio, complices) ac- 
that they reproved one anotlier by bookes, and ".^"S **»«» of 
all men m general reprooved Herodotus. envy*^oJs TtwJ- 

God fliield me from fiich caveling : for I de- tion, maiicioui 
liver but what I have feene and read : alledging Yaunde"* w 
for defence both auncient authors, and good try- Jenomout bn- 
all of that is written. Wherefore (loving rea- guage, wiifuil 
der) doe rather ftruggle with thofe two flrong *8°**""5«» ^«>8- 
pillars of knowledge, than ftrive with the weak- fgnckllld **** 
nelTe of my invention : which to avoyde fharp- mindes, for that 
neffe (and bitter words) is fweetned and fea-^*j ^d^'V"*" 
foned with gentle verfes, more pleafant to fome Artru", and 
mens eares then profe, and under whofe ihiooth many other 
grace of fpeech, more acceptable matter is con-*^"^® "°**^* 



princes. 



vayed, then the conmion fort of people can com- Jeffrey of Mon- 
prehend* For verfes like a familiar friend (with mouth, 
a gallant phrafe) rides quietly by thoufands, and Wcft^*'*^ft ^^ 
dafheth no one perfon, and groping cleanly and othlrs^'are 
away merites no rebuke : when profe with a foft^»cc in like fort 
pace cannot with fuch cunning paffe unperceivcd. |^^. '*^*^ '"*' 
But all is one when in neither of both is found 
no matter of miftruft, nor fpeeches to offend, 
there is no caufe of diflike. So craving tliy good 
opinion, good reader farewell. 



Jcr:>j-»<i>w.]^cr:Dg4<r>«-gcDg 
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Hrough foadrie foylesy and ftately kmgdomes The authors 

. i troublefome life 

^^^^9 briefdy fct 

Long have I traeft, fo tread out times and yeares : downc. 

Where I ^t will, have Airely {bene right mitch| 

As by my works, and printed bookesappeares. 

And wearied thus, with toyle in forrayne place^ 

I homeward drue, to take fome reft afpace : 

But kbouring mynd, that refb not but in bed. 

Began afieihi to trouble refUes hed. 

When neH'found toyles, that hales men all in hafte, 

To runnc on head, and looke not where they goe : 

Bade reafon ride, where love fhould be enbrade. 

And where ty me could, his labour beft beftowe. 

To Wales (qeioth wit), there doth plaine people dwel!. 

So raayft thou come, to heaven out of hell : 

For Fraunce is fine, and full of faithlefle waies, ^ ^j^j^ fioie of 

Poore Flaunders grofle* and farre from hapic dayes. ^^* nature of 

' many countrier, 

with the difpo* 

Ritch Spayne is proude, and fterne to ftraungers all, ^*'** "^ ^linu 

In Italic, poyfning is alwaies rife ; 

B Ku^ 
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And Germanic, todrunkenneflbdothfall. 
The Danes like wife, doe leade a bibbing life. 
The Scots feeke bloud, and beare a cruell mynde, 
Ireland grows nought, the people ware unkynd : 
England God wot, liath learned fuch leudneiTe late. 
That Wales methinks, is now the foundefk fiate. 

A cominenda- In all the reft, of kingdomes farrc or nere, 
tion of the loyal- . ^ . , /• , • /i t /► , 

tic of Wclfli- Africke or two, of treachene llayncs the foylc : 
""*'*• But fince the tyme, that rule and lawe came here, 

ThisBrittifti land, was never put to foyle. 
For foule offence,, or fault it did commit : 
The people here, in peace doth quiet fit, 
' Obaycs the prince, without revolt or jarrc, 
Becaufe they knowe, the fate of clvill warre. 

A rehearfall of Whiles quarrels rage, did nourifli ruyneft wrackc, 
aiffcntion that And Owen Glendore, fet bloodie broyles abroach t 
luinatcd Wales, full many a towne, was fpoyld and put to lacke^ 
And cleane confumM, to countries foule reproach. 
Great caftles rafte, ^yre buildings burnt to duft^ 
Such revell raignde, that men did live by luft : 
But fmce they came, and yeelded unto lawe, 
Moft mecke as lambe, within one yoke they drawc. 

Hovr lawe and Like brethren now, doc Wellhmcn ftill agree, 

Jove links men , « . «• 

together like ^^ ^s much lovc, as any men alive ; 
Wcthren. The friendihip there, and concord that I fec^ 

I doc compare, to bees in honey hive. 
- ^ Which keepe in fwarme, and hold together ftill, 

Yet gladly fhowc, to ftraungcr great good will : 

A cour- 



r b F W A L E s. ^ 

A courteouslcynd, of love in erery place^ 
A man taay fiiide, in fimple peoples face. 

PalTe where you pleafe, on plaine or mountam wilde, The tccuftomed 

, , courteue oi 

And ibeare yourfelfe, in fweete and chill fort : Wales, 

And you fliall furc, be haulft with man and childe, 

Who will falute, with gentle comely port 

Thepaflers by : on braves they ftand not fo, 

Without good fpeech, to let a trav'ler go : 

They think it dett, and duetie franke and free. 

In towne 6r ficlde, to yeeld you cap and knee. 

They* will not ftrilrc, to royft and take the way, No fuch theft 

Of any man, that travailed through their land : Wa\ti as in 

A greater thbg, of Wales now will I fay, other countries. 

Ye may come (here, bearc purfe of gold in hand, 
Oriinightiie bagges, of iilver ftuffed tbrowe^ 
And no one man, dare touch your treafure now : 
Which (hewes fome grace, doth rule and guyde them 

there. 
That doth to God, and man fuch confcience beare. 

Behold befidcs, a further thing to note, viauals good 

The bcft cheape cheare, when each man pais hisicheape in moft 

part of .Wales. 
groate, *^ * 

If all alike*, the reckoning runneth round. 

There market good, and viduals nothing deare, 

Each place is filde, with plentie all the yeare : 

The ground mannurde, the graine doth fo encrcafc, 

That thoufands live, in wealth and blefled peace. 

B 2 ^ ox 
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A great rebuke But come againe, unto their courteoiis (hoe, 
fy^!s *not ^^^^ ^^^ ^^^ hearts, of that markcs the fame : 
tniely of Walc«. The like whereof, through all the world doe goc. 
And fcarce ye ihall, finde people in fueh frame. 
For meeke as dove, in lookes and fpeech they are. 
Not rough and rude, (as fpiteful tongues declare) 
No fure they feeme, no fooner out of ihcll, 
(But nature (hewes) they knowe good maners well. 

Cooddifpofition How can this be, that weaklings nurft fo harde, 
g^d'mlTew. (Whe'barely goes, both barefooteand uncled) 
In gifts of mynd, ihould have fo great regarde. 
Except within, from birth fome grace were bred. 
It rnuft be fo, doe wit not me deceave. 
What nature gives, the world cannot bereave : 
In this remaines, a fecret worke divine, 
Which ihewe they rife, from auncient race and line. 

Good and true i^ authors old, you (hall that plainly reade, 
authors that ^ ,. *^.. jo^ 

affirmes more Oeraldus one, and learned Geffrey two : 

goodnefle in The third for troth, is venerable Beade, 

wales than X 

write of. That many grave, and worthie workes did doe* 

What needes this proofe, or genalogies here, 

Their noble blood, doth by their lives appeare : 

Their Ibtely townes, and caftles every where. 

Of their renowne, doth daily witneflfe beare. 



AD£scAir< 
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OF WALES. 

A Description of 
MONMOUTH SHIERE. 



IRST I begin, at auncient Monmouth now, Tvro rivers by 

rrt« rt 1 • tTT .1 It Monmouth, the 

That uands by Wye, a river large and long : one called Mon- 

I will that (hiere, and other fliieres goe throwe, j;;^» ^^^ other 

' ** Wye. 

Befcribe them all, or els I did them wrong. 

It 19 great blame, to writers of our daies. 

That treates of world, and gives to Wales no praife ; 

They rather hyde, in clowde (and cunning foylc) 

That land than yeeld, right glorie to that foyle, 

A king of ours, was borne in Monmouth fure, i^j^g i|^„^ ^^ 

The caftle there, records the fame a right : Fifth, 

And though the walles, which cannot ftill endure, Srcrarl«s hI"! 

Through fore decay, (hewes nothing fayre to fight. ^^'^ o( Troy, 

In featc it felfe, (and well plafte citie old) featc called 

By view ye may, a princely plot behold : Troy. 

Good mynds they had, that firll thofe walles did raife At Wynedow 
That makes our age, to thinke on elders daies. * Thl^mtrHat*' 

berr, a little 

The king here borne, did prove a peereles prince, ^°^ ^^^ ^*"*'* 

He conquerd Fraunce, and raign'd nine yeeres in hap : 

There was not here, fo great a vi6tor fince, 

That had fuch chaunce, and fortune in his lap. 

For he by fate, and force did covet all. 

And as tume came, flroke hard at Fortunes ball : 

With manly mynd, and ran a reddie way, 

Tolofe a joynt, or winne the golc by play. 
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Maiftcr Roger If Monmouth bring, fuch princes forth as this, 
Jeames dwelt at.ri r -/iii ii /-., 

Troy ncrc this ^ "^X^^ °* gJ'^ce, it ihal be calde of right : 

townc. Speake what you can, a happiefeateit is, 

K trim ihiere towne, for noble, barren or knight. 

A cittie fure, as free as is the befl, 

Where fize is kept, and learned lawyers reft : 

Buylt auncient wife, in fweete and wholefome ayre. 

Where the beft fort, of people oft repayre. 

The Earlc of Not farre from thence, a famous caftlc fine, 
Wc andMftlc. "^^^^ Raggland hight, ftands moted almoft round : 
The Earle of Made of freeftone, upricht as ftraieht as line, 
Penbrhkethat ^^^^ ^ , /• - ,_ • j u i_ j 

wts created Whofe workmanlhip, in beautie doth abound. 

^^Ja'^^^ The curious knots, wrought all with edged toole, 
buylt the cailcU The ftately tower, that looks ore pond and poole : 
fL^tuOTfW at '^^^ fountainc trrni, that runs both day and night, 
the firft. Doth yeeld in (howe, a rare and noble fight. 

Earle of Worce- Now Chepftowe comes, tomynd (as well it may) 
fter Lord hereof* 

Whofe feate is fet, fome part upon an hill : 

And through the towne, to Neawport lyes a way, 

of Samt Pcere This bridge is long, the river fwift and great, 
that. The mountaine bigge, about doth (hade the feate : 

Sir Charlca The craggie rocks, that ore the towne doth lye^ 

Sommcrfet at^._ ^^ ^\ ,. , . ^ "^ ' 

the Grange Of force farrc of, doth hmder viewe oreyc. 

doth dwell 

Sir. William The common port, and haven is fo good, 

Morgan that is j^ merits praife, becaufe barkcs there doe ride v 

dead dwelt at . ^ ' 

Pennycoyd. To which the fea, comes in with flowing floods 

And doth foure bowers, above the bridge abide. 

Beyond 
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Beyond the fame, doth Tyntteme abbey ftand, 
As old a fell, as is within that land : 
Where divers things, hath bene right worthie note, 
Whereof as yet, the troth I have not gote. 

To Chepftowe yet, my pen agayne muft pafle. 
Where Strongbow once, (an carle of rare rcnowne) 
A long time fince, the lord and maifter was 
(In princely fort) of caflle and of towne. 
Then after that, to Mowbray it befell, 
Of Norfiblkeduke, a worthie knowne full well : 
' Who fold the fame, to William Harbert knight, 
That was the Earle, of Penbrooke then by right. 

His eldcft fonne, that did fucccede his place, 
(Of Huntyngton : and Penbrooke earle likewife) 
Had but one child, a daughter of great race : 
And (he was matcht, with pompe and folempne guife. 
To Somcrfet, that was lord chamberlaine, 
And made an earle, in Henry fevenths raigne : 
of him doth come, Earle Worfler living nowe, 
Who buildeth up, the houfe of Raggland throwe* 



Harbert of CoU 
broke buryed 
thero. 



Chepftov. '^ 

In the cafHe ' 
there fs an aa* 
cient tower cal* 
led Longis to* 
wer, whereby 
refis a tale to be 
confidered of. 
Of this Earle il 
a great and 
worthie tale to 
be heard* 



A peece of a 
perigree. 
Earle Strong* 
bowe, was map^ 
ried to the King 
of Lynfter*a 
daughter in Irt« 
lande, and thiy 
Stiongbowewan 
by force of 
armes the earle- 
domB of Wolftcf 
and TyroU, 



A Cr£A- 



THE WORTHINES 



f 
A Creation of an Earle, 



^ TT^ Dward by the grace of Grod, king moft imperiall, 
" JlJ Of Franceyand England, and the Lord of Ireland therwithall> 
To archbKhops, and bifhops all, to abbotes and to priors, 
To dukes, to earles» tobarrons, and to iheriffes of the (hires, 
To juftices, to maiors, and chiefc of townly gorcrnment. 
To baylie&s, and my lichefolke all, have herewith greeting fent, 
Knowe ye whereas we judge it is a gracious prince his parte. 
To yeeld love, favour, and reward to men of great defarte : 
Who of himfelfe, his royall houfe, andofthepublique ftate, 
Have well defervM, their vertues rare ever to renumerate : 
And to adorne with high reward, fuch vertue cleereand bright, 
Stirs others up to great attempts, and faintnes puts to flight. 
We following on the famous courfe, that former kings have run. 
That worthie and approved wight, whofe deedcs moft nobly dun. 
Have greateft things of us deferv'd, we do intend to raife, 
To fame and honors higheft type, with gifts of princely praife, 
That truely regall are we meane, that valiant Worthie knight. 
That William Herbert hath to name, and now L. Herbert hight. 
Whofe fervice when we firft did raigne, we did moft faithful find. 
When for our royal right we fought, which ftill we cal to mind : 
To which we ad from then till now, continuall fervices. 
Which many were whereof each one, to us moft pleafing is. 
And chiefly when as lately now, his deedes did him declare, 
A worthie knight wherby hegaynM, both- fame and glorie rare : 
When as that rebell and our foe, even Jafper Tudyrs fonne, 
Who faid he Earle of Penbroke was, did Weft Wales coaft orerun, 
And there by fubtile (hifts and force, did divers fondrie waies 
Anoy our ftate, and thercwlthall a vylc fedition raife. 

But 
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But there he gave to Mm a fielde, and with a valiant h^na 
Orethrew him and his forces all, that on his part did iland. 
And marching all along thofe coafts, the moil he flew out right^ 
The reft he brake and fo difperft, they gave themfelves to flight • 
Our caftle then of Hardelach, that from our firft daies raigne, 
A refuge for all rebels did, againft us ftill remaine : 
A fort of wonderous force, befiege about did he. 
And tooke it, where in moft mens mynds, it could not taken be* 
He wan it and did make them yeeld, who there their faftie fought, 
And all the countrie thereabouts, to our obedience brought. 
TJicfe therefore his moft worthie z&s, we calling into iriinde. 
His fervices and great defarts, which we praife worthie flnde : 
And for that caufe we willing him, wich honors royalty 
For to adorne, decke, and advaunce, and to fublime on hye. 
The eight day of September, in the eight yeere of our raigne. 
We by this charter, that for ours fliall firme for ever remaine. 
Of fpeciall grace and knowledge fure, found and determinate, 
Afid motion mee're him William doe, of Fenbroke Count create, 
Ered, preferre, and unto him the title ftile and ftate. 
And name thereof and dignitle, forever appropriate. 
As Earle of Penbroke and withal, we give all rights that do 
All honours aind preheminence, that ftate p^rteyne unto : 
With which eftate, ftile, honor, great, and vyorthic dignitie. 
By cinftureof a fword, we him ennoble reallie. 

For that the fence, and worthie words were great, The authors 
The fervice fuch, as merites noble fame : ^^ "f "noble °" 

The forme thereof, in verfe I doe repeate, taynds. 

An4 fliewe likewife, the Lattin of the fame. 
He ferv'd a King, that could him well reward, 
And of his houfe, and race tooke great regard, 
And recompenft, his manly doing right. 
With honor due, to fuch a noble knight. 
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Good m^ w Where loyal raynd, doth oflfer fife and all, 
bad mcji nl ^^ *® prefervc, the priucc and publique (Ute : 
bilked. There doth great hap, and thankfull fortune fdl. 

As guerdon fenty by deftnie and good fate* 
No foveraino can, forget a fubje6b troeth. 
With whofegood grace, great love and favour goeth j 
Great gifts and place, great glorie andrenowne. 
They get and gayne, that truely fervcs a crownc. 

Sir William And thou my knight, that art his heire m blood, 
fi!!i'***GU^ Though lordfhip, land, and Ragglands ftately towerig 
A female heire, and force of fortunes flood 
Hare thee bereft, yet be^rft his fruits and flowers : 
His armes , his name, his faith and mynd ar« thyne. 
By nature, nurture, arte and grace devyne : 
Ore feas and lands, thefe move thee payns to take^ 
f 9r Qod, for fame, for thy fweete fovenunes fake* 



Here 
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Here foUowcth the Crjeation of an Earle 
of Penbroke in Latin* 



EDwardus Del giracia Rex Angliae & Firaunciae & 
Dominus HibenuK, archiepifcopis, epifcoplsy 
abbatib^, prioribusy ducibUs, comitibus, baronibus^ 
jufticiarijs, ▼icecomitibus, prepolitisy miniflm, & 
omnibus ballivis, & fidelibus fuis, falute* Sciatis^ 
quod cum felicis & grati admodum Regis muaus cen* 
feamus, de fe, de Regia domO| deque Republica & 
regno bene meritas perfonas^ cogruis amore, benevo* 
lentia ^llberalitateprofequi : denique & juzta cxi- 
mias p]t>bitates, eafdem magnificentiiis omare & de« 
corare, quatenus in perfonis hujufcemodi congeflis 
•lariffimis virtutum priemiis ceteri| focordia ignavia' 
que fepofitis ad peragenda pulcherrima quseque fa« 
cinora laude & gloria concitentur : Nos ne k majorum 
nro laudatiffimis moribus difcedere^ videamer^ noftri 
eile officii putamus probatiffimu nobis virum qui ob 
res ab fe clarilfiani^ geftas qu4m m;ixima de nobis pro- 
meruity condignis honoru faftigiis attollere & verl 
regiis infignire muneribus. Strenuum & anfignem 
loquimur milite Willum Herbert dominum Herbarti 
jam defundu, cujus in regni noftri primordiis obfe- 
quia gratiflima turn nobis multiplicxter impenfa cum 
nro proure decertaretur, fatis ambigu^ oblivifci non 
pofluraus a^ceflere & de poft in hoc ufque temporis 
continuata fcrvicia, que non parum nobis £utt^ com- 
C 2 ^Wvx.^^ 
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plaCita, prefertim nuperimis Wis diebus quibus op-. 
timum fe geffit militcm, ac non mediocrcs fibi laudis 
& fame titulos comparavit. Hiis equidem jampnde 
<:u rebellis, hoftifque noftri jafpcr Owini Tedur fiUiu, 
nuper Pembrochiac fe Comitcm dicens, Walliae partes 
pervaderety multaque arte ad contra nos & (latum 
noftrum vilem populo feditionem concitandum trucu- 
lentiam moliretttry focietatis (ibi ad eandem rem con- 
ficiettdam dettiflimis viris fidelibus noftris atraa ceplt, 
confligendi copiatn hoftilbus exhibuit, adeoque va« 
lida manu pervafus ab ipfis partes pervagatns eft & 
nufquam eis locum pejiniferet quo rto eos cortiplicef- 
quc affligavcrit, vires eorudem fregerit, moite^ub af- 
fecerit, feu defperantes in fugam propulerit, demum 
caftrum noftrum de Hardelagh nobis ab initio regrii 
noflri contrarium, quo unicum miferis patebat refd- 
gtum, obfidione vallabat, quod" capi impoffible fere- 
batur, cepit, iriclufos que ad deditionem compulit, 
adjacentum quoq; primam omnem no{!ram Regise 
Majedati rebellem hadtenus ad fummam obedientiaiii 
reduxit« Haec itaque fua laudabilia obfequia, pro- 
meritaque roemoriter & ut decet intim^ recolcntes 
▼olentefque proinde eUndem Willum cohdignis ho- 
noribusy regalibufque prisemtis ornare amplicare 8c 
fublimare, odtavo die Septembris anno regni noftii 
octavo, per chartam noflram de gratia noflra fpeciali 
ac ex certa fcientia & mero rtrotu noftris ipfum Wil- 
lum in Comitem Pembrochise creximus, prafcfeceri- 
mus, & creaverimus, & ei nome, ftatum, ffilum, ti- 
tulum, & digfliutem Comitis Pembrochiac cum ont- 
nibus & finguUs precmineaciis bonoribus & ceteris 

quibuf- 



O F W A L E S. , «3 

quibufcunque hujus ftatui Comitis pertmehtlbus, five 
congruis dcderimus conceflerimus, ipfumq; hnjufmodi 
ftatu, ftiio, titulb, honorc, & dignitate per cin^turam 
gladii infigniyerimus, & tealiter Dobilitaverimus* 

This was fct downe, for caules itiore then one, 
The world helccves, no more thaii it hath fcrene : 
Whfcn things lye dead, and tytnc is paft and gone, 
Blynd people fay, it is not fo we weene. 
It is a tale, deyifde to pleafe the eare, 
More for delight, of toyes then troth may beare? 
"But (hofe that thinks, this may a fable be, - 
To authors good^ 1 fend them here from me* 

Firft let them fearch j records as I have done. 

Then (hall they Unde, this is moA certaine true : 

And all the reft, before I here begun. 

Is taken out, not of ho writers nue. 

The oldeft fort, and foundeft men of Ikill 

Myne authors are, now reade their names who will i 

Theif workes, their words, and fo their learning 

through. 
Shall (he we you all, what troth I write of ^ow. 



JBecaufe 
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Becaufe many that fanjoured not Waks (parfiaU ^vriitrs 
and hijiorians) hatve written and/et downe their owt 
opinions^ us they pUafed to puhlijh of that country : I 
therefore a little degrejfefrom the orderly matter of the 
hooke^ and touch fomenjohat the tuorkes and <wordes rf 
them that rajbly have <written more thin they knewi^ 
or i\} ell could prov Cm 

AS learned men, hath wrote grave works of yore, 
So great regard, to native foyle they had : 
For fuch refpcdt, I blame now Pollydore : 
Becaufe of Wales, his judgement was but bad, 
IfBuckanan, theScottiHi poet late 
Whdre here in fprite> of Brit tons to debate t 
He (hould finde men, that would with hina difpute. 
And many a pen, which would his works confute* ■ 

But with the dead, the quick may never ftrive, 
(Though fondrie works, of theirs were little worth) 
Yet better farre, they had not bene alive^ 
Than fowe fuch feedes, as brings no goodnefle forth: 
Their praife is fmall, that plucks backe others fame. 
Their love ftot great, that blots out neighbours name, 
Their bookesbut brawles, their bable bauld and bare, 
That in difdaine, of fables writers are* 

What fable more, then fay they knowc that thbg 
They never fawe^ andfo give judgement freight ; 

And 
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And by their bookes, the world in error bring. 
That thinks it reades, a matter of great weight. 
When that a tale, of much untroth is told : 
Thus all that fhines, and glifters is not gold : 
Nor all the bookes, that auncient fathers wvate 
Arc not alow'd, for troth in every flate. 

Though Cflpfar was, a wife and.worthie prince. 
And conquerd much of Wales and England both : 
The writers than, and other authors (ince, 
i)id flatter tyme, and flill abufe the troth. 
Some for a fee, and fome did humors feede. 
When fore w:jw healde, to make a wound to bleede : * 
And fome fought meanes, their patient ilill to pleafe. 
When body throwe, was full of foule difeafe. 

The worldly wits, that with each tyme would waggc, 
' Werecaryedclcane, away from wifdomes lore : 

They rather watch, to fill an emptie bagge. 

Than touch the tyme, then prefent or before : 

Nor car'd not much, for future tyme to come, 

They rDuld up tyme, like threede about the tho^e ; 
' And when their clue, on trifles all wasfpent,' 

Much rotten ftufFe, unto the garment went. 

Which ftuflfe patcht up, a peece of homely ware. 
In printers fliop, fet out to fale fometyme : 
Which ill wrought worke, at length became fo bare, 
It neither ferv'd, for profe nor pleafant ryme : 
But pall like diaty and old wives tales full vayne, 
That thunders long, but never brings forth rayne : 

A V^Tvd 
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A kynd of found, that makes a hurling noyfc, 
Tofearc young babes, with brute of buggcs and to 

But aged fires, of riper wit and (kill, 
Difdaines to reade, fuch rabble fard with lyes : 
This is enough, to ihewe you my good will 
Of authors true, and writers grave and wife. 
Whofe pen (hall prove, each thing in printed boc 
Whofe eyes withall, on matter flraunge did looke 
And whofe great charge, and labour witneflc bcai 
Their words are juft, they offer to your eares. 

Each nation had, fonve writer in their dates. 
For to advaunce, their countrey to the flarres r 
Homer was one, who gave the Greeks great praii 
And honord not, the Troyans for their warres. 
tJLvi among the Romaines wrate right mitch. 
With rare renowne, his countrey to enritch :. 
.And Pollidore, did ply the pen apace, 
To blurre flraunge foyjes, and yeeld the Rortia; 
grace. 

Admit they wrate, their volumes all of troeth^ 
(And did affedt ne man nor matter then) 
Yet writer fees, not how all matters goeth 
In field : when he, at home is at his pen. 
This Pollidore, fawe never muth of Wales, 
Though he have told, of Brittons many tales ; 
Cafar himfelf, a vidor many a way. 
Went not fo farre, as Pollidore doth fay. 

Kii 
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Kings arc obayd, where they were never feene. 
And men may write, of things they heare by care : 
So PoUidore, oft tymes might overweene, 
And fpeake of foyles, yet he came never there. 
Some runne a ground, that through each water'failes, 
A pilot good, in his owne compafle failes ; 
A writer that, beleeves in worlds report. 
May rove to farre, or furely ihoote to fhort. 

The eye is judge, as lanteme cleere of light, 
That fearcheft through, the dim and darkeft place: 
The gladfome eye, gives all the bodie fight. 
It is the glafle, and beautie of »the face. 
But where no face, nor judging eye doth come. 
The fence is blynd, the fpirit is deaffe and dome : 
For wit can not, conceive till fight fend in » 
Some ikill to head, whereby we knowledge win. 

If ftraungers fpeake, but flraungely on our ftate, 
Thinke nothing flraunge, though ftraungers Yftitt 

amis: 
If ftraungers do, our native people hate. 
Our countrey knowes, how firaunge their nature is* 
Mofi flraunge it were, to trufi a forayne foe. 
Or favour thofe, that we for ftraungers knowe : 
Then fbaungely reade, the bookes that firaungert 

make, 
For feare ye (hroude, in bofome flinging fnake. j 

The ftraungers flill, in auncient tjrme that wrate, p^^.^ ^ ^.^^ ' 
Exalt themfelves^ and keepes us under foote : {iHus fpake aU 
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and fawe but As we of kynd, and nature doe them hate, 
taine, nor loved ^^ beare they ruft, and canker at the roote 
the fame. Qf heart, to US, when pen to paper goeth, 

Their cunning can with craft fo cloke a troeth. 
That hardly we, fhall have them in the winde, 
To fmell them forth, or yet their finenefle finde. 

Venerable Bedc, Qf force then muft you credite our owne men, 

(Whofe vertues works, a glorious garland gaynes) 
*^ Who had jthe gift, the grace and arte of pen : 
And who did write, with fuch fweete flowing vayncs, 
w)et*of*Brk-"^ That honey feemM, to drop from poets quill : 
taine. J fay no more, truft ftraungers and ye will, 

Our countrey breedes, as faithfull men as thofe, 
• As famous too, in ftately verfe or profe. 

SropUVr Andtructhltrowe, islikte among us beft : 

and writer. For each man frounes, when fabling toyes they heare, 

And though we count, but Robin Hood a jeft, 

And«d wives tales, as tatling toyes appeare : 

Yet Arthurs raigne, the world cannot denye, 

Mcrlinus Am- Such proofc there is, the troth thereof to trye : 
brofus a man of - * ' ' 

hyc knowledge That who fo fpeakes, againfl fo grave a thing, 
and fpirit. gj^^^ ^^^^ ^^ ^^^^^ ^^^ ^^^^ ^^ ^^^^ ^ j^.^^^ 

Condemnc the daies, of ejders great or fmall. 
And then blurrc out, the courfe of prefent tyme : 
Caft one age downe, and fo doe orethrow all. 
And burne the bookes, of printed -profe or ryme : 
Who (hallbeleeve, he rules or (he doth raigne 
In tyme to come, if writers loofe their paine : 
The pen records, tyme pad and prefent both. 
Skill brings foorth bookei, undbooVft^Vt Tk>^tfe x.^vc^'Oa. 
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Now followes the Cajiles andTownes necre OSKEy 
and thereaboutes. 



APretie towne, calde Oike neere Raggland ftands, Ascription of 
A river there, doth beare the felf fame name : 
His chriilall flreames, that runnes along the fands, 
Shewes that it is, a river of great fame. 
Frcfh water fweete, this goodly river yeelds. 
And when it fwels, it fpreads ore all the feelds : 
Great ftore of fifh, is caught within this flood, 
That doth indeed, both towne and countrey good. 

A thing to note, when fammon failes in Wye, ^wo rivers nere 

(And feafon there : goes out as'order is) • together of fevc* 

Than ftill of courfe, in Olke doth fammons lye, ftewes a ftrange 
And of good fifh, in Olke you (hall not mis. thing. 

And this feemes ilraunge, as doth through Wales ap« 

peere, 
In fome one place, are fammons all the ycere : 
Sofrefti, fo fweete, fored, fo crimp withall, 
That man might fay, loc, fammon here at call, 

A caftlc there, in Oike doth yet remainc, j^.^ ^ , . 

A feate where kings, and princes have been borne : the fourth zni 

It ftands full ore, a goodly pleafant plaine, fomf 'iffirme)** 

The walles whereof, and towers are all to tome, ^"'^ ^*"8 ^j*:*^: 
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(With wethers blaft, and tyme that weares all out:) 
And yet it hath, a fay re profpedt about : 
Trim meades and walkes, al<Jiig the rivers fide, 
With bridge well built, the force of flood to bide. 

Ca«e Stroge Upon the fide, of wooddie hill full fayre, 
three myle from This caftle flands, full fore decayde and broke : 

Oflte, but the y^^ builded once, in frefh and wholefome ayre, 
caftle If almoft ' . -^ ' 

deane dowi^ Full neere great woods, and many a mightie oke* 

But fith it weares, and walles fo wafies away. 

In praife thereof, I mynd not much to fay : 

Each thing decayd, goes quickly out of minde^ 

A rotten houfe, doth but few favours finde. 

In the duohic of Three caftlcs fayre, are in a goodly ground, 
Lancafter thefc _, ^ . , ... . , ^j j 

three caffles are, Grofmont is one, on hill it builded was : 

but not in good Skenfrcth the next, in valley is it found, 
ph jht any way, ^ '' 

The foyle about, for pleafure there doth pafle. 

Whit Caftle is, the third of worthie fame, 

Thecountrey there, doth beare Whit Cafiles name^ 

A flately feate, « loftie princely place, 

Whofe beautie gives, the fimple foyles fome grace* 

The Duke of Two myles from that, upon a mightie hill, 
here, and now Langibby fiands, a caftle once of ftate : 
M*'ft*f*R " *** ^^^^ w^^^ y®^ "**y *^^ countrey view at will, 
Willyams And where there is, fome buildmgs newe of late. 
A wholefome place, a paffing plat of ground, 
As good an ayre, as there ahouts is found : 
It feemes to fight, the feate was plaft fo well, 
Ifi elders daies, fome duke therein did dwell. 

Carleon 
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Carlcon now, ftep in with ftately ftylc, . 

No feeble phrafe, may fcrvc to fet thcc forth : 1 

Thy famous towne, was fpoke of many a myle, 

Thou haft bene great, though now but little worth* 

Thy noble bounds, hath reacht beyond them all, 

In thee hath bene, King Arthurs golden hall : 

In thee rhe wife, and worthies did repofe, 

And through thy towne, the water ebs and flowes. 

Come learned lore with loftie ftyle. 

And leade thefe lines of myne : 
Come gracious Gods, and fpare a whyle 

To me the Mufes nyne. 
Come poets all, whofe pailing phrafe 

Doth pearce the fineft wits : 
Come knowledge whereon world doth gafe, 

(Yet ftill in judgement fits) 
And helpe my pen to play his partc^ 

For pen is ftept on ftage, 
To flicwe by (kill and cunning arte. 

The ftate of former age. 
For prefent tymc hath friends enowc, 

Tp flatter faune and faine : 
And elders dales I knowe not how, 

Doc dwell in deepc difdaine. 
No friend for auncient yeere« we finde, 

Our age loves youth alone : 
The former age weares out of myndej 

As though fuch tyme were none. 



A deicnption of 
Carleoo. 



Maifter Morgan 
of Lanternam ia 
a fayre houfe 
dwelles two 
mylc fro;n Car- 
Icon. 



4 
A plat'iie anii 
true rehearfall 
of matter of 
fftat antlquitie. 



A fayrc, foun- 

taine now bt- 

gun. 

A fret fchoole 

now erefled by 

Maifter Morgan 

of Laatcrnanu 



A gird to the 
flatterers and 
fauners of pre- 
fent tyme. 



A houfe of re* 
formation new- 
ly begun like- 
wife. 



Kh 
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The Bifliop of 
LandaffelUll ly- 
ing in the 
towne. 

We praifc and 
extoU ftrange 
nations, aijd for- 
get or abafe our 
owne country. 



In Arons the 
martyrs church 
King Arthur 
wai crowned. 



Three archbi- 
ihops, Yorke, 
London, and 
Carlcon, crown- 
ing King Ar- 
thur. 



Arthur was great 
that commanded 
fuch folemnitie. 



King Arthurs raignc (though true it wearc) 
Is now of fmall account : 
The fame of Troy is knowne each where, 
And to the Ikyes doth mount. 

Both Athens, Theabes, and Carthage too 
We hold of great renowne : 
What then I pray you (hall we doo. 
To poore Carleon towne. 

King Arthur fure was crowned there, 
It was his royall feate : 
And in this towne did fceptre beare, 
With potiipe and honor greate. 

An archbilhop that Dubrick hight, 
Did crowne this King in deede : 
Fourc kings before him bore in fight, 
Four golden fwords we rcede. 

Thefe kings were famous of renowne, 
Yet for their homage due ; 
Repay rd unto Carleon towne, ' 
As I rehearfe to you. 



The true au- 
thors are in the 
beginning of 
this bouke for 
profe of this. 



How many dukes, and carles withall, 
Good authors can you tell : 
And fo true writers (hewc you (hall. 
How Arthur there did dwell. 



What court he kept, what afts he did, 
What conqueft he obtaynd : 
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And in what princley honor ilill, 
King Arthur long rcmaynd. 

Queene Gucnerer was crowned Ukewife, 
In Julius church they fay : 
Where that fower queenes in folcmne guife, 
(In royal rich array). 

Foure pigeons white, bore in their hands 
Before the Princefle face : 
In fign the queene of Brittilh lands. 
Was worthie of that grace. 



Another notable 

folemnitie at a 

coronation. 

In Julius church. 

the martyr the 

Queene was 

crowned. 

An honor rare 
and great yet fel- 
dome fcene. 



Carleon lodged all thefc kings, 
And many a noble knight : 
As may be prov'd by fondrie things. 
That I have feen in fight. 

The bounds hath bene nine myles about, 
The length thereof was great : 
It fhewes it felf this day throughout, 
It was a princes feate. 



A dcfp and large 
round pecce of 
ground lhewe» 
yet where Ar- 
thur iulc. 



Ill Arthurs tyme a table round. 
Was there whereat he fate : 
As yet a plot of goodly ground, 
Sets foorth that rare eftate. 



The citie reacht to Creetchurch than, 
And to Saint Gillyans both : 
Which yet appeares to view of man, 
To try this tale a troth. 



A church on a 
hil a mile of. 
Saint Gillyajit 
is a faire houfe 
where Sir Wil- 



^* 
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Wonderfull 
huge and long 
paTemenu. 



The BOtableft 
feate to behold 
beiflg on the- 
top that may bt 
feeae. 



The caftle al- 
SMll downe. 



The flowing 
water rjiay eafily 
be brovght about 
both towne and 
cafiie. 



A great beautie 
of grounds, wa- 
ttrs, groTcs, and 
other pleafuret 
Xfor the eye to be 
Icene from the 
old caiUe of Car* 
koib 



There arc fuch vautes and hollow caves, 
Such walles and conditsdeepe : 
Made all like pypes of earthen pots, 
Wherein a child may creepe. 

Such flreates and pavements fondrie wales. 
To every market towne : 
Such bridges built in elders daies> 
And things of fuch renowne* 

As men may mufe of to behold, 
But chiefly for to note : 
There is a caftle very old, 
That may not be forgot. 

It '{lands upon a forced hill, 
Not farre from flowing flood: 
Where loe ye view long vales at will, 
Env3nron'd all with wood. 

A feate for any king alive. 

The foyle it is fo fweete : 

Frefh fprings doth flreames of water drive, 

Almoft through every ftreate. 

From caftle all thefe things arc feene, 

As pleafures of the eye : 
The goodly groves and vallies greene, 

And woodie mountaine hyc. 
The crooked creekes and pretie brookes, 

That are amid the plaine; 
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The flowing tydes that fpreads the land, 

And turnes to fea againe* 
The (lately woods that like a hoope. 

Doth compafle all the vale : 
The princely plots that flands in troopey 

To beautifie the dale# 
The rivers that doth daily runne, 

As cleare as chriflall flone : 
Shewes that mofl pleafures under funnei 

Carleon had alone* 

Great ruth to fee fo brave a foyle, 
Fall in fo fore decay : 
In forowe fit, full nere the foylc, 
As fortune fled away* 

And world forfooke to knowledge thofe. 
That earft hath bene fo greate : 
Where Kings and grave philofophers, 
Made once therein their feate. 



Ihavefeencaves 
under ground (at 
this day] that go* 
Iknowenothowr 
farre,al] made of 
excellent work, 
and goodlj great 
ftones both over 
head and under 
foote, and clofe 
and fine round, 
about the wholf 
cave. 



Urhs Legionum was it namde. 

In Csefars daics I trowe : 

And Anhur holding refdence there,v 

(As flories plainly (howe). 

Not only kings and noble peeres. 
Repay rde unto that place : 
But learned n)en full many yeeres, 
Receiv'd therein their grace. 



The name fa 
mightie argues 
it was a mightie 

and noble towne. 



Two hundred 
philofophers 
were noriihed in 
Carleon. 



Thaa 
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Than you that auncient things denycs, 
Let now your talk furccafc : 
When profe is brought before your eyes, 
Ye ought to hold your peace. 

Yecld right it And let Carlcon have his right, 

vrell to our el- a j • i.* ^ j c 

ders daies, as to And joye his wontcd fame : 

our prcfcnt age. And let each wife and worthie wight, 

Speake well of Arthurs name. 

Would God the brute thereof were knownc. 
In countrey, court, and towne : 
And (he that fits in reagall throne, 
Withfcepter, fword, and crowne. 

(Who came from Arthurs rafe and lync) 
Would marke thefe matters throwe : 
And fhewe thereon her gracious eyne, 
To helpe Carleon now. 

Thus farre my pen in Arthurs praifc, 
Hath pafl for plainneiTe fake : 
In honor of our elder, daies. 
That keepes my mufe awake. 

All only for to publilh plaine, 
Tyme paft, tyme prefcnt both ; 
That tyme to come, may well retainc. 
Of each good tymc^ the troth* 
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^n IntroduSiion to the Letters fent from Lucius 
Tyberius, at the Coronation of King Arthur. 



NOT unwilling to delate and make large the 
matter now written of, and further becaufe 
the ralgne of King Arthur is diverfly treated on and 
unceruinly fpoken of (the men of this world arc 
growen fo wife) I havefearched and found (in good 
authors) fuch certaintie of King Arthur, and mat- 
ter that merits the reading, that I am compelled with 
pen to explaine, and with fome pains and ftudie to 
prefent the world with in generall. The fubftance 
whereof being in Latin, (may be read and under- 
ilood by thoufands) is Engliihed becaufe the common 
forte (as well as the learned) fhall fee how little the 
kings and princes of this land, have efteemed the 
power of the Romaines, or manafing and force of 
any foraigne foe whatfoever.: And for the amending 
of my tale, let our Soveraigne Ladie be well confi- 
dered of, (whofe graces pafleth ray pen to fhewe) 
and you .(hall fee great things are encountred, and no 
fmall. matters gone about and brought to good pafTe, 
in theaftion afore named : which becommeth well a 
queene of that race, who is defcended of fo noble a 
■ progenie. But now purpofing orderly to proceede to 
the former difcourfe, and to rehearfe word for word, 
as it was left by our forefathers, (men of great learn - 
E % \!^\ 
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ing and knowledge) I have fct doune fome fuch 
letters and orations, as peradventure will make you to 
marvell of, or at the leaft to thinke on fo much, that 
fome one among a multitude, will yeeld me thankes 
for my labour, and rather encourage a true writer 
to continue in the like exercifes, then to give him 
any occafion to fit ydle, and fo forget the ufe of 
pen. There followcth hereafter thofe things before 
mentioned, which I hope the readers will judge with 
»dvifement, and conftrue to the beft intent and mean- 
ing. For this matter not only (hewes by good autho* 
ritie the royall coronation of King Arthur, but in 
like maner declares with what pride and pomp the 
Romabs fcnt hethcr (at the very inftant of* this great 
tryumph) for tribute and homage ; at which proud 
tnd prefumptuous demaund, King Arthur (and all 
bis other princes about kira) began to bee greatly 
mov^d, a&d pxefently without further delay, gave ib 
Aarpe and ibdaine an anfwer to the embai&dors of 
Kome, that they were fo vexed and abafhed therewith^ 
that they neither knewe well how to take it, nor 
{nade any further reply : as fbllowes by matter pre* 
iently here, if you pleafe throughly to reade it^ 
Confider withall, that after this embalTage, King 
Arthur in plaine battaile flue Lucius, and had 
gone to Roncve to have bene crowned emperour there^ 
if Mordred had not made a revoH in Arthurs bwno 
' Jiingdome, 



n$ 
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TTh Coronation^ andfokmnitle thereof: the emla£agey 
and proude mejfage of the Romaines : and the 
whole refolution of King Arthur therein^ is frji 
fet forth here in Engli/b. 

THE appoynted tymc of the folemnitie approch- 
ingy and all being readie aiTembled in the 
citie of Carleon, the archbifhops, London and Yorke : 
and in the citie of Carleon the archbifhop Dubright 
were conveighed to the palace, with royall folemnitie 
to crowne King Arthur. Dubright therefore (be- 
caufe the court then lay within his diocefle,) fur- 
silhed himfelf accordingly to perfourme andfolemnize 
this charge in his owne perfon The King being 
crowned, was royally brought to the cathedrall church 
of that metropoliticall fee. On either hand of hifn, 
both the right and the left, did two archbilhoppes 
fupport him. And fower Kings, to wit, Angufell 
King of Albania, Caduall King of Venedocia, Cadbr 
King of Comewall, and Sater King of Demetia, went 
before him, carrying fower golden fwords. The com- 
panies alfo and concoujfe of fondrie forts of officers, 
played afore him melodious and heavenly harmonie* 
On the other parte, the queene was brought to the 
church of profefled nunnes, being conducted and 
accompanied with archbifhops and bifhops, with her 
armes and titles royally garnifhed. And the ^peenes. 
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being wives unto the fower Kings aforefayd, caryed 
before her (as the order and cuflome was) fower 
white doves or pigeons. 

For behold, twelve difcreete pcrfonages of reve- 
rend countenance came to the King in ilately ma- 
ner, carying in their right hands in token and figne 
of ambaifage, olive boughs. And after they had 
faluted him, they delivered unto him on the behalfe 
of Lucius Tyberius, letters contayning this effc^. 



7bi 
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he Epijlle of Lucius the Romaine Lieutenant^ 
to Arthur King o/'Britaine. 



' Ucius govcrncr of the commonwealth, to Ar- 
-^ thur King of Britaine, as he hath defenred* I 
vc exceedingly wondered to thinke of thy malepert 
d tyrannicair dealing, Idoe mervaile (I fay) and 
con£dering the matter, I am angrie and take 
ill part, the injurie that thou haft offered to 
omc : and that thou, no better advifing thyfelf, 
fufeft to acknowledge her. Neither haft thou any 
re fpeedelie to redreffe thyne overfight, thus by 
kjuft dealings to offend the fenate : unto whom 
lOU art not ignorant, that the whole world oweth 
Dmage and fervice. For the tribute done for Bri- 
ine which the fenate commanded thee to pay \ for 
lat Julius Csefar, and other worthie Romaines long 
ttd many yeers enjoyed the fame, thou to the con- 
empt of fuch an honorable eftate, haft prefumed to 
ctaine and keepe backe. Thou haft alfo taken from 
icm Gallia : thou haft wonne from them, the pro* 
inces of Savoy and Daulphinic : thou haft gotten Allobrogcs. 
be pofleftion of all the iilands of the ocean : the kings 
thereof (fo long as the Romaine authoritie was there 
bcycd) payed tribute to our aunceftors. Sith ther- 
ore the fenate hath decreed to redemaund amends 
nd reftitution at thy hands for thefe thy fb great 
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wrongs, I enJQyne and commaund thee to come to 
Rome in the middeft of Auguft, the next yeere ; 
there to anfwere unto thy iordt , and to abydc fuch 
fentence and order, as they by juitice (hall lay upon 
thee. Which thing if thou rcfufe to doe, I will in-^ 
▼ade thy countries, and whatfoever thy wilful! ralh* 
nes hath difloyally taken away from their common- 
wealth, that will! by dint of iword, aftky to recover 
and t6 them leftort. 



Cador 
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Cadot thi Duke of Cortiewail, his Oration to 
the King, 

I Have hitherto bene in feare, Uafi the firitaines 
through much eafc and long peace, (hould growd 
to flouth and cowardize ; and lofe that hpnorable 
reputation of chevalrie and martiall proweiTe, where- 
in they are generally accoumpted to furmount all 
other nations* For where the ufe of armes is not 
efteemedj but in fteede thereof, dyeing, carding, 
dalying with women and other vayne delites fre- 
quented, it cannot choofe, but there cowardize and 
fluggardie muft needes dimrae and deface all vcrtue, 
honour, valiaunce, and fame. There bee now al- 
mofl five yeeres pafled, finee we having lacked mar- 
tial ezercife, have effeminately bene muzzeled in thefe 
forefayd delites. God therefore not willing to fee us 
anyjongcr marred and ftayned with lluggardie, hath 
itirred up the Romaiiies that they fhould be the 
meanjjs te-rcdwce our auncient valour unto the for- 
mer §ate and dignitie. While he ufed thefe and fuch 
like wordcs, confirmed by thofe that were there at 
that tyme in prefence, they came at length to their 
benches or feates, where after that every perfon was 
fttand placed; Arthur ufed this fpeech ,unto them. 
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The Oration o/* Artliur to his Lords and People. 

MY fellowes (fay th he) and companyons both of 
adverfitie and profperitie : whofe fidelities I 
have heretofore both in your found counfels, and in 
exployting militare fervices had good tryall and expe- 
rience of : liften now and affoord unto me your advife, 
and wifely forefee, what you thinke convenient for 
us, touching fuch demaunds and commaundements, 
to be done. For when a thing is wifely aforehand 
deliberated and carefully forefeene, when it eometh 
to the pinch, it is more eaiilie avoyded and tolerated* 
We fhall therefore the eafier bee able to abyde the 
imperious demaund of Lucius, if wee lay our heads 
together and forefee, how and which way, wee may 
beft defeate and infringe the fame. And (furely) for 
my part, I doe not thinke that we have any caufc 
greatly to feare him, fith upon an unreafonable caufc 
he fceketh to have a trybute paid out of Britainc. 
For, he alledgeth, that the fame is due and payable 
to him, becaufe it was payd to Julius Csefar and 
others his fucceifors, which being invited and called 
hether through the difcorde and jarres of the aun- 
cient Britaines, arrived here in Britaine with num- 
bers of armed foldiours : and with force and vyolenoe, 
brought under their fubjedtion, this ourcountrey, mi- 
fcrably tolfed with civile garboyles and domefticall dif- 
cord. And becaufe they in this fort, got the pof- 
ftSboa of 11^ the/ have fince taken and unjudly re- 
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fCcivcd a tribute out of it. For nothing that is got- 
ten by force and vyolence, is juflly poiTefTed by hifti 
that offered the vyolence. The caufe therefore which 
he prctendcth is unreafonablc, whereby he deemeih 
us by law and right to be tributarie unto them. Sith 
therefore he thus prefumeth to demand of us that 
whicB is unjuA : let us by the fame reafon, demaund 
of Him tribute at Rome : and he that is the ftronger, 
let him cane away that which he defireth and claym- 
cth. For, if his reafon, why he demaundcth tri- 
bute now, as due, to be payed by us, becaufe Csefar 
and other Romaine princes fometymes conquered 
Bntdne be good : by the like reafon, I doe thinke 
that Romejought to pay tribute to mee, becaufe my 
predecefTors heretofore wanne and fubdued it. For 
iPelinus that moft noble King of Britaines, with the 
lielpe and aydc of his brother Brennus Duke of Savoy, Allobrogc*. 
tooke by force that citie, and long while poffeffed it, 
hanging up in the middefl of their chiefe market 
place and high ftreate, twcntie of their chiefeft no- 
bles among them. Conftantine alfo the fonne of 
Helena, and Maximiantis likewife, being both of 
them, my nere cofens, and either of them fuccef- 
fivcly, crowned King of Britaine, were enthronized 
in the imperiall feate of the Romaine empyre. What 
thinke ye now ? Judge you that the Romaines havfe 
any reafon or right to demaunde tribute at our 
hands? As touching Fraunce or other collateral! 
iflands of the ocean, it needeth no anfwere, fiththey 
refufed to defend them, when we forcibly tooke them 
^ out of their cloutches and jurifdidion. ' 
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The Anfvjere o/'Howell King o/'LIttle Britaine, 



T^^ 



^Hough every one of you fliould never fo dili- 
gently confider : and debate with himfelfo 
never fo advifedly in his mynd : yet doe I not thinke, 
that he could polTiblie devife any better counfell then 
this, which thy moft grave wifedome hath now re- 
membred. Thy eloquent and Tullie like advife thcre-i 
fore, hath furnifhed us with that fkill, whereby wee 
ought incefFantly to commende in you the afFe6l of 4 
conftant man, theeffedtof a wife mynd, and the be-i 
ncfit of prudent counfell. For, if ye will take your 
voyage and expedition to Rome, according to the 
reafon afore alledged, I doubt not, but wee (houli 
wimie tryumph, fith we 4oe but defend our libertie, 
and juftly demaund of our enemies, that, which they 
have unjuftly began to demaunde of us. For who^ 
foever goetb about to defeate or difpoffefle an other 
of his right, and to take from him that which is his 
owne : worthilie a^d deftrvedlie niay biee put from 
that, which is his owne, by him to whom he hath 
offered and done fqch wrong and violence. Seeing 
therefore, the Romaines would fo gladly take from 
us, that, which is our owne, we will without doubt, 
take from them that which thfey have, if we may once 
come to buckle with theip. Behold this id the con- 
Sybilla,herpro'-fli^ that al true hearted Britaines fo long have wifh- 

i'n 'X Brr^' ^^ ^^^ • ^^^^^"^ ^^^^"^ ^^ ^^^ prophefiesof Sybilla now 
tsunes. fulfilled, w^iich fo plainly and truely foretolde, that 

^5 
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third flock of the Britaines there (hould one bo 

, that (hould obtaipe and pofleiTe the Romain 

e. Now, for two of thefe, the prophefies bee 

ie fulfilled : iitheqce it is manifeft (as thou haft 

le declared) that thofe two moft noble and excel- 

rinces Belinus and Conftantine, overcame, and 

he armes of the Romaine empyre. And now 

vc you, being the third, unto whom fuch high 

n and honour is promifcd. Make hallc there • 

► receive that which God is readie to beftowe 

e, Haften (I fay) to fubdue that which he is 

y fliould be fubdued. Haftcn to advaunce all us, A" «hoMtion 
' ^ 'of Howell, 

e here readie for thyne advauncement and ho- 

neither to refufe wounds, nor to lofe life and 

nme. And for thy better atchieving hereof, 

"elfe will accom panic thee with tenne thoufand 

rmed fouldiours 



ne 
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7%c Sentence and Rffolution of the King o/* Albania^ 



ANgufcll King of Albania, when Howell. had 
made an ende of his oration, began to declare 
his lyking and opinion of the matter, in this fort fol- 
lowing. Since the tyme that I heard my Lord titter 
his roynd, touching this cafe, I have conceived fuch 
inwarde joye as I am not able here afore you to ex- 
preiTe, For, in all our vidorious conquefis alreadie 
paiTed, and in fo many kings and regions as wee have 
fubdued, wee may well feeme to have done nothing 
at all ; if wee fuffer the Romaines and Germaines 
ftill to remaine, and doe not manfully wreke upon 
them, thofe bloodie flaughters, which heretofore 
they inflided upon our aunceftors and countreymen. 
And now fith wee have occafion and libertic to tryc 
the matter with them by force of armes, I rejoyce 
exceedingly, and have a longing thirft to fee that 
day, wherein we may meete ^together ; yea I thirft, 
even as if I had been drye and kept three daies, thir- 
ftie, from a fountaine of water. Oh that I might 
' fee that day, how fweete and pleafant (hould thofe 
wounds be, that I fhould either give, or take, when 
we coape together ! yea, death itfelf (hall be fweete 
and welcome, fo.that I may fuffer 'the fame in re- 
venging our fathers, in defending our libertie, and 

advauncing 
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advauncing our King. Let us therefore give the 
charge and oncet upon yonder effeminate and mey- 
cocke people, and let jus ftand to our tackle like max : 
that after we have vanquifhed them, we may enjoye 
their honors and offices with joyful vidtorie. And 
for my parte, I will augment our armi6 with two 
thoufand horfemen well appoynted and armed» b«» 
fidefootemco. 
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Here follovjeth the Latin of the Englj/h going beforet 



OMnibus in urbe legionum congregatio folemni- 
tate ihftante archipraefules Londinenfis Ebora* 
cenfis : necnon in urbe legionum Arcbiepifcopus 
Dubricius ad pallatium ducuntuf ut regem Arthurum 
diademate regali coronarent. Dubricius ergo quoniam 
in fua duecefi curia tenebatur : paratus ad celebran* 
dum hujus rei curam fufcepit, Rege tandem infigni- 
to ad tcmplum metropolitanac fedis ornat^ conducitur s 
k dextro & k laevolatere duo archipontifices ipfum 
tenebant. Quatuor autem reges, viz* Angufelus rex 
Albanian, Caduallus Venedocise rex, Cador rex Cof; 
nubix, & Sater rex Demetise : quatuor aurcos gladios 
ante ipfum ferentes praeibant. Conventus quoquc 
multimodocum ordinatorum miris modulationibus 
pnecinebat* £x alia parte reginam fuis inlignibus 
laureatum archiprxfules atque pontifices ad templum 
dicatarem puellarum conducebant. Quatuor quoque 
prsedidlorum regum reginse quatuor albas columbaa 
de more praeferebant. 

Ecce enim duodecim viri maturae etatis reverendi 
▼ultus : ramos olivac in iignum legationis in dextria 
ferentes moderatis paflibus ad regem ingrediuntur : 
& eo falutato literas ipH ex parte Lucii Tiberii in ha?c 
verba obtulcrunt. 

Lucl 
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Li Romani procuratorh 9d Arthurt;i|n Brito- 
num regent epijiola^ 



Uciut reipublicae procurator Arthixro regi Bri* 
taniatquid meruit. Admirans yeheinenteradmi^ 
uipertu« tyrannldis proteroia; Admiror in^uand 
ijuriam quatn Romae intuliiU recoiligens^ indig- 
|U>9d ^%tXA te egrefiMs eaun cognof^por^ difug^ s 
loknadvenerb feftines quid fie tnjufttB a£tibus ie* 
m offemti^ c cui totum orbem famuktum de<* 
nm ignoras. Etenim tribatQ Britannis quod 
snatus redd«re precaepcrat : quia Caius Julius oe^ 
[; Romaac dignitatie viri illud multis- teropGN*!^ 
babuerems negledb tanti ordini^ imperio di9ti<f 
pnrfump&Aii EripuifU quoquc illi GfX&^Oi i 
r^lli AUpbrogum. proTiiKia: eripuifti orahiM ocoa* 
fulas : quatum r«g^9 dum RomanapoteAaft in il« 
artibus pervaluit, vedtigal itiajoribus noflris red* 
ut. Quia ergo de tantis injuriarum tuariim cu- 
s fenatus reparationem petere decrevit mediante 
iilum prozimi anni terminum perfigens Romaih 
Hire jubeo : ut dominis tuis fatisfaciens fenten-i 
jam eonim didtatori juflicia acquiefcas. Sin ali- 
ife partes tuas^adibo & quicquid vefania tua rei- 
oe erripuit eidem mediantibus gladiis reflituer# 
»or« 

G Gadoris 
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Cadorls ductk Cornubiae ad regem. 



Hue ufq; in tlmore fueram tie Britones longa pace 
quietos ocium quod ducunt ignavos faceret, 
famamque militix qua ceteris gentibus clariores cen* 
fenter in eis omnino deleret. Quippe ubi ufus ar- 
morum videtur abelie, aleanim vero & mullerum in* 
flamationet, ceteraque oble£^amenta adefle : dubitan- 
dum non eft quin quod erat virrutis : quod honoriiy 
quod audacis : quod famse ignavia commaculet. Fere 
namque tranfa6ti funt qutnque anni ex quo (predidis 
deUtiis dediti) exercitio Martis caruitnus. Deus i|^tur 
ut no8 fegnitia liberaret : Romanos in hunc affedum 
induxit ut in priflinum (latum nofbam probitatem 
reducerent. Haec & hiis fimilia illo cum caeteris di- 
cente venerunt tandem ad fedilia ubi coUocatis fingu* 
lis ; Arthurus illos in hunc modum affatus. 



OratU 
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Oratio ArdiflR aSfuos* 



COnfocii (mquit) adverfitatis & profperitatis : 
quorum probitatis hadtenus, & in dandis co- 
filiisy & in militiis agendis expert us fum : adhibete 
& monete nunc un^nimiter fenfus Teflros, & fapicnter 
proyidete qua fuper talibus mandatis nobis eife agenda 
noTcritis. Quicquid enim k fapiente diligcntur provi^ 
detur cum ad a^tum accedit facilius toleratur. Facilius 
ergo inquietationem Lucii tolerare poterimus ii com- 
muni Audio premeditati fuerimus quibus mollis earn 
dcbilitare inftaremus. Quam non multum timendam 
nobis eife exiflimo : cum ex irrationabili caufa exigat 
tributum quod ex Britannia habere deiiderat. Dicit 
enim ipfum fibi dare debere quia Julio Csefs^ri cctc- 
rifque fucceilbribus fuis redditum fuerit : qui diffidio 
prifcoru Britonum invitatem cum armata manu in 
Britaniam applicuerunt : atque patriam domeflicis 
inotibus vacillante fus poteflati vi, & violetia fub- 
miiarent. Qui vero hoc modo eam adepti fuerunt 
¥cdigal ex ea injufte ceperunt. Nihil enim quod vi 
ut Tiolentia acquiritur jufte ab ipfo poffidetur qui 
Tiolentiam metuit* 

Irrationabilem ergo caufam pretendit : qua nos 

Jure fibi tributarios efle arbitratur. Quoniam ergo id 

quod injuflu efl a nobis prxfumit exigere : confimili 

r^tiont petamus ab illo tributum Romae ; & qui for- 

Q z tw 
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Exhortitio jugare quod ultro vult fubjugari. Feftina nos < 
nes cxalterc qui ut cxalteris nee vulnera recijx 
nee vitam amittere diffugiatnus. Ut au^em hsec ; 
ficias decern millibus armatorum prxfentiatn r 
conabor. 



& 
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SeHtentia regis Albania. 



ANgufelus Albaniae rex : ut Hoelus finem dicendi 
fecerat : quod faper hac re affedtabat in hue 
modum manifeflare perrexit. £x dominum meum ea 
quse dixit afie6):are conjeci : tatita laetitia animo meo 
illapfa eft ; quantam nequeo in veftra prefentia ex- 
primere. Nihil enim in tranfadtis debellationibus 
quas tot & tantis regibus intulimus egifle videmur : 
fi Roman! & Germani illeii permaneant : nee in ilios 
dades quas olim noftratibus ingefTerunt viriliter vin- 
dicemus. *Ac nunc quoniam licentia congrediendi 
permittitur gaudens admodu gaudeo & deliderio diei 
quo conveniamus seftiians iitiocruorem illorum quern- 
admodu fontem li triduo prohiberer, O (i illam 
lucem videbo quae dulcia erunt vulnera quae vel re- 
clpiam vel inferam : quando dextras conferemus. 
Ipfa etiam mors dulciserit : dum earn in vindlcahdo 
pktres noftrps : -in tuendo libertatem noftram : in ex- 
altando regem noftrum perpelTus fuero. Aggrcdia- 
mur ergo femiviros illos & aggrediendo perflemus ut 
deviftis ipfis eorum honoribus cum laeta potiamui' 
vidoria. £xercitum autem noftrum duobus milibus 
armatoru equitum exceptis peditibus angebo. 



Would to God we had the like ayde of Kings and 
offer now to daunt the pride of the Romilh pradifes. 



tW 



jCanuesBadiusACccaclu. 

WvmusAmbrofius. 
Gual«rusMonemoteufis. 

OiraldusCambrena*. 
• n«le of Brutus. 

, leffreyofMontnou^^ fBritamc 
^^Ue.C«c WCambnus. apoe 

jente.. s\blUa. Ulius «d A»u 



tlJiere. 
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OW muft I touch, a matter fit to knowc, A hill moft no- 

A fort and ftrcngth, that ftands beyond this i^on^ Tmylc 
townc : ^''^ ^^^ *°'*'"*' 



On which you (hall, behold the nobleft (howe, 
(Looke round about, and fo looke rightly downe) 
That ever yet, I fawe or man may view : 
Upon that hill, there fhall appeare to you, 
Of feaven ihieres, a part and portion great. 
Where hill it felfe, 'is fure a warlike feate. 



Ten thoufand men, may lodge them there unfeene. 
In trebble dykes, that gards the fortrelTe well : 
And yet amid, the fort a goodly greene. 
Where that a power, and mightie campe may dwell; 
In fpyteofworld, iffoldiours viduallhave. 
The 'hill fo ftands, if bird but wing doe wave. 
Or man or beaft, but once flirre up the head 
A bowe above, with ihaft fliall llrike it dead. 



A very high hUl 
of a marvellous 
ftrength which 
was A ftrong fort 
in Arthurs daies* 



The hill commaunds, a marvels way and fcope, 
Itfeemes it flood, farre off for townes defence. 
And in the warres, it was Carleons hope : 
Or els in dcede, the Duke of Gloftcr fence 
(That did dellroy, both towne and all therein) 
To ferve his turne, this fortrefle did begin. 
Not farre from this, much like unto the fame, 
Tombarlown flands, a mountaineof fame fame. 



Bellinus Mag- 
nus made this 
called Bcllinj' 
ftuckc. 



A wondcrfull 
high monntaine 
with the like ma- 
ner of defence. 



H 



A towne 
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KcaV^oT"' ®^ A townc nere this, that buylt is all a length, 

Cal'd Ncawport now, there is full fayfc to viewe : 
On a round hijl Which featc doth Hand, for profite more then ftrength, 
J5^^J^*.^^*'^J^**^^^A right flrong bridge, is there of timber neWe ! 
and land the moft A river runnes, full nere the caflle wall : 
Jha^any man ^^^^ ^^"^^^ likewife, a mount behold you fhall, 
living at one in- Where fea and land, to fight fo plaine appeeres, 

perfea *eye* be- ^^^^ ^^^^^ ^^^ ^^^> * P*^' of five fayre fhecres, 
hold. 

The townc hath As upward hye, aloft to mountalne top, 

A cattle is at the' This market towne, is buylt in healthful! fort i 

end of this Sq downeward loe, is many a marchants (hop, 

towne, and full '^ '^^ 

by the bridges And many fayle, to Brifbwe from that port. 

and' river. . q£ ^undent tyme, a citie hath it bin. 

And in thofe daies, the caftle hard to win : 
Which yet fliewes fayre, and is repayrd a parte. 
As things decayd, mufl needes be helpt by arte. 

Greenefield ca- A goodly feate, a tower, a princely pyle, 

ftle that was the „ f, ^ ' rr- r . / / 

Puke of I^an^a- Built as a watch, or faftie for the foyle, 

^^•* By river ftands, from Neawport not three myle. 

This houfe was made, when many a bloodie broyle, 

fc«^tml^th1tln Wales Gpd wot, deftroyd that publicke ftate : 

runneth here. Here men with fword, and ihield did braules debate 2 

Here faftie flood, for many things in deede. 

That fought faveguard, and did fome fucker neede. 

The name thereof, the nature fliewes a right. 
For river, wood, Greenefield it is, full gay and goodly fure : 
wilkrand"^!"-.-^ fine fweete foyle, moft pleafant unto fight, 
fure, this piacf That for delight, and wholefome ayre fo pure. 
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\y be praifde, a plot fotight out fo well^ j 
ough a king, ihould fay here will I dwell :| 
paftures greene, the woods, and water cleere, 
i any prince may buyld a pallace heere. 

n thisplacCj and many parts about^ 

fleandcorne, and fertile ground enough t A true judges 

low a while, to fpeajte of Wales throughout, m^uiw ^i"^"' 
e if men would, take paynes to plye the plough ; Waletif thcpeo- 
: out of drolTe, the tteafure of the earth, teUborous. 

"all to toyle, and labour from their birth : 
ihould as foone, to ilore of wealth attaine, 
her foyles, whofe people takes great paine. 

loft of Wales, likes better eafe and reft, 

IS meat and mirth, and harmlefle quiet daies) Nychili. 

for to toyle and trouble brayne and breft,' 

xe the mynd, with worldly wearie waies) 

ftand content, with that which God ihall fend, 

n their lands, their ftock and ftore doth fpend j 

ubs out life, clcane voyde of further care, 

fe in world, right well to live they are, 

rere they bent, to proule and purchace ftill, 

:arch out wealth, as other nations doe s 

have a foyle, a countrey rich at will, 

1 can them make, full quickly wealthie too* 

have begun, of late to lime their land, 

lowcs the ground, where fturdie okes did ftand : WalM^IiVtny 

rts the meares, and marrilh every where, P'»cc8 thrivei by 

u • L u - jf • J labour daylie, 

) barrame earth, beginsgood fruite to beare. and gets great 
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They teare up ttees, and takes the rootes away. 
Makes ftonie fieldes, fmobrh fertile faUowe grounds 
Brings paftures bare, to beare good grafle for bay. 
By which at length, in wealth they will abound* 
Wales is this day (behold throughout the fheeres,) 
In better ftate, than twas thefe hundred yeeres : 
More rich, more fine, and further more to tell, 
Fewe men have knowne, the countrey halfe fo well* 

ia^"*^* bc^o Whereas at firft, they fought for corne ferre off, 
barraine, that (To hclpe the wants, of Walcs when grayne wgs deerc) 

Sr^^ornrfatS ^"""^"^ ^^^ ^°^^^» ^^^^ ^*^« ^^^ checfe and lofe, 
who now are able To Ihewethe world, in houfe is greater cheere» 

hclpe of any Theopcn plaine, that hath his rubbifli loft, 
other countrey. Saithplentie is, through Wales in every coaft : 

The well \^rought ground, that thoufands^may behold, 
Where thornes^ did growe, fayth now there fprings up 
gold. 

I meane where weedes, and thiftles long hath grownc, 
(Wild droife and docks, at^d inking nettles vile) 
There Barley fweete, and goodly wheate is fowne, 
Which makes men rich, that livM in lackc long whikf 
No gift nor gsiyne, more great and good to man. 
Then that which toyle, and honefl labour wan : 
What fweat of browes, brings in is fugred fweete. 
Makes g^ad the myad, and comforts hart and fpreete. 



Aborgayniet 
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jaynies Tawne is walled round about y and bath 
fayre Suburbs alfo. 



iTURNE I muft, to my difcourfe before, 

Of borrow townes, and caftlcs as they are : , ^ ^ 

' , ' It ftandt OTCT 

Taynie, behind I kept in ftore, two HttleriTcrty 

efeateandfoyle, with bcft may well compare, i*!,'*!:^^'/^^^^^^^ 

owne fomewhat, on fteepe and mounting hill, of which Cey- 

paflor grounds, and meddowes great at will : Jennie tool^ 

ery fide, huge mountaines hard and hye, 

bme thicke woods, to pleafe the gazers eye* 



The bridge of 
ftone a elerea 
layrearchet,aivl 
a great bridge of 
ftone to come ' 
drylie to that 
bridge. 



iver Oike, along the vale doth pafTc, 

: underneath, an auncient bridge of flone : 

)dly worke, when firft it reared was, 

yet the ihiere, can Ihcwe no fuch a one) 

s men to knowe, old buildings were not bace, 

lewe things blufti, that fleps not fo in place, 

furetie good, and fhewe to flep on fUge* 

ake newe world, to honor former age. 



3rmer tyme, built townes and caftles trim, Ofthebountieof 

bridges brave, and ftrong for tvme to come : 7"f P'.^* *"? 
)ur young daies, that doth m glorie Iwim, our age; 



\ hard in hand, that finger fail may thomc. 



Looke 



i 
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Looke what tyme paft, made gallant frcfli and fayrei 

Tymc prcfent fpoyles, or will not well repayre : 

^ ^•^rw *»d no- As in this towne, a ftately caftle flioes, 
ble catrie be- ^ •' ' 

longing to the Which loe to. ruyne, and wretched wfacke it gocK 

avncient houfe 

and race of the _ _ ' , , , , • /. 

honorable, the ^OK goodly towcrs, are bare and naked laft, 
Lord of Abor- That cov*red were, with timber and good lead : 

Thcfe towers yet ftand, as flreight as doth a (haft, 
The walles whereof, might ferve to fome good fteadt 
For found and thicke, and wondrous high withalli 
They are in deede, and likely not to fall : 
Would God therefore, the owner of the fame. 
Did ftay them up, for to eiicreacc his fame. 



The bountie of Who doth delight, to fee a goodly plamc, 

the caftlc 

countrie. 



t e ca e as f^Are Tivets funne, great woods and mountaines hyc s 



Let hiiti a while, in any tower remaine. 
And he (hall fee, that may content the eye. 
Great ruth, to let fo trim a feate goe downe, 
The countries ftrength, and beautie of the townee 
A lordly place, a princely plot and viewe, 
That laughs to fcorne, our patched buildings newc. 

A goodly and The (hell of this, I meane the walles without, 

ftatcly pecce ofrphc worthie worke, that is fo finely wrought J 
worlce as Uke ' •' *» . 

to fall as be re- The fellers deepe, and buildings round about, 
payred againe. r^^^ ^^^^ freeftone, that was fo derely bought, 
Makes men lament, the lofle of fuch a thing. 
That was of late, a houfc for any king, 
' Yea who fo wayes, the worth of caftle yet, 
With heavie mynd, in mufe and dump fliall fit* 



To 
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!*o fee fo firong, and ibtely worke decays 
^he fame difeafe, hath Ofke in caflle wall : 
iThich on mairic rocke, was builded every way, 
ind now Got wot, is readie downe to falU 
L number more in Monmouth Ihiere I finde, 
'hat can not well, abyde a blaft of wlnde : 
*he lofle is theirs, that fees them overthrowne, 
"he gaine were ours, if yet they were our owne. 

'hough, caftle hert, through trackt of tymeis wornc, 
. church remaines, that worthie is of note : 
Ihere worthie men, that hath bene nobly borne, 
/"ere layd in tombe, which els ^ad been forgot, 
.nd buried cleane, in grave paft mynd of man, 
.s thoufansare, forgot fince world began : 
/"hofe race was great, and who for want* of tome, 
1 dufl doth dwell, unknowne till day of dome. 



Any heart in the 
world would pit- 
tie the decay of 
caltles in Men- 
nouth ihiere. 



In this church 
was a moft fa- 
mous worke in 
maner of a ge- 
nealogie of 
kings, called the 
rootc of Jeffc, 
which worke it 
defaced and pul- 
led downe ia 
peeces. 



In church there lyes a noble knight, 
Enclofde in wall right well : 
CrolTelegged as it feemes to fi^^r, 
(Or as record doth tell) 
He was of high and princely blood. 
His arnies doth fhewe the fame : 
For thereby may be underflood. 
He was a man of fame. 
His fhield of blacke he bcares o;i brcft, 
A white crowe plaine thereon : 
A ragged lleeve in top and crefl:, 
All wrought in goodly ilone. 



On the right 
hand in a faire 
chappell. 



Both the win- 
dowe, and in 
other parts a- 
bout him ihewet 
that he was a 
ftranger« 



Blewe is. 



And 



S6 

The labell 
whereon are 
nyne ftower-4^ 
Iscef. 



THE WORTHINES 

And under fcete, a greyhound lyes, 
Three golden Lyons gay, 
Nine flowcrdeluces therelikcwifc, 
His armes doth full difplay« 



Ofi the left 
hand a Lord of 
Aborgany. 



Sir William 
Tbomai Knight 
(alias) Herbert. 



Sir Dtvie Cam 
Roifhtf Either 
to this ICnigbC'ii 



A lord that once cnjoyde that featc, 

Lyes there in fumptuous fort : 

They fay as loe his race was great^ 

So aiuncicnt men report. 

His force was much : for he by ftrength 

With bull did ftruggle fo, 

He broke cleane off his homes at lengthy 

And therewith let him go. 

This Lord a bull hath under feete. 

And as it may be thought, 

A dragon under head doth lye, 

In fione full finely wrought. 

The worke and tombe fo auncient is, 

(And of the oldeft guyfe) 

My firfl bare view, full well may mis, 

To {hewe how well he lyes. 

A tombe indeede, of charge and fliowe. 
Amid the chappell ftands : 
Where William Thomas knight ye knowe. 
Lyes long with ftretched hands, 
A Harbert was he cal'd of right. 
Who from great kindred cam, 
And married to a worthie wight. 
Daughter to Davie Gam, 
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night llkewife, of right and name) 

Harbert and his feere, 

there like one'tfiat purchafl fitme, 
lainly doth appeere. 
tombe is rich and rare to viewe, 

wrought of great device : 
jgh it be old, tombes made but newc, 
Df no greater price, 
irmes three ramping lyons white, 
nd his head in Ihield :• 
owned lyon black e is hers, . 
mt in moil rich field : 
id her head is like wife there, 
what our elders did, 
nake thofe famous every where, 
ife vertues are not hid. 

mbe as trim as that before, 
.ichard Harbert lyes : 
as at Banbrie field of yore, 
through the battaile twife : 
aft with poUax in his hands, 
anly a£l in decde, 
reace amolig fo many bands, 
ou of him may reede. 

valiant knight, at Colbrokc dwelt, 

Aborgaynie towne : 

when his fatall deftnie felt, 
fortune flong him downe, 
ng his enemies lofl his head, 
full tale to tell : 

I 



This Knight 
was flaine at 
Edgingcourt 
field. 



His tombe !s of 
hard and good 
allabailer. 



Sir William 
Thomas was fa« 
thcr to the next 
that fbllowes, 
called Sir Rich- 
ard Harbert of 
Colbroke 
Knight. 



In the chronicle 
this j.3 rehear fc J • 



On the left-hand 
of the cbappell 
thcylyd. 



Xex 
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She was daugh- 
ter to Thomai 
ap Griffith fa. 
ther to Sir RicQ 
ap Thomai 
knight, . 



Yet burycd was as I hiavc faid, 

In fumptuous tombe full well. 

His wife dame Margret by his fide, 

Lyes there likewife for troth : 

Their armes as yet may bie tryed, 

(In honor of them both) 

Stands at their heads, three lyons white 

He gives as well he might : 

Three ravens blacke, in (hield (he giyes, 

As daughter to a knight* 

A ftieafe of arrowes under head, 

He hath as due to him : 

Thus there thefe worthie couple lye, 

In tombe full fine and trim. 



Oa the right 
hand of the 
chappell« 



Theoldlarleof 
Penbroke one of 
the privy cQon« 
<ell. 



Now in another paffing tombe, 

Of beautieand of charge, 

There lyes a fquire (that Harbert hight) 

With coft fet out at large. 

Two daughters and fixe fonnes alfo. 

Arc there fet nobly forth : 

With t>ther workes that makes the fhowe, 

And monument more worth. 

Himfelfe, his wife, and children to, 

Lyes (hrouded in that feate : 

Now fomewhat for that fquire I do, 

Becaufe his race was great. 

He was the father of thatearle, 

That dyed lord fteward late, 

A man of might, of fpreet moft rare, 

Atid borne to ha|>pie fate. 
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His father layd fb richly here, 

So long agoe withall, 

Shewes to the lookers on full cleere^ 

(When this to mynd they call) 

This fquire was of an auncient race^ 

And borne of noble blood : 

Sith that he dyed in fuch acace, 

And left fuch worldly good, 

To make a tombe fo rich and brare : 

Nay further now to fay. 

The three white lyons that he gave 

In arm6s> doth rare bewray : 

And makes them blu(h and hold downe browe, 

That babble out of fquare. 

Reft there and to my matter now : 

Upon this tombe there are 

Three lyons and three white bores headt ; 

The firft three are his owne. 

The white bores heads his wife (he gave, 

As well in Wales is knowne« 

A lyon at his feete doth lye, 

At head a dragon greene : 

More things who lifts to fearch with eye, 

On tombe may well be feene* 

Amid the church, Lord Haftings lay, 
Lord Aborgaynie than : 
And fince his death removed away, 

By fine device of man : In the wlndowt 

And layd within a windowe right, awhtlyti. . 

I a FuU 
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Some fay this 
great Lord was 
called Bruce and 
not Haftings^ 
but aoft dM 
hold Qpiiiion he 
was called Haft- 
ings. 



Full flat on f(onie wall : 

Where now he doth in open fight, 

Remaine to people all. 

The windowe is well made and wrought, 

Acoftly workc to fee : 

In which his noble armes are thought, 

Of purpofe there to bee. 

A ragged fleeve and fixe red birds. 

Is portrayd in the glaflfe : 

His wife hath there her left «rnie bare, 

It feemes her fleeve it was 

That hangs about his necke full fine. 

Right ore a purple weede : 

A robe of that fame colour too. 

The ladie weares in deede* 

Under his legges a lyon red. 
His armes are rare and ritch : 

A harrold that could ihewe them well^ 

Can blafe not many fitch. 

Sixe lyons white, the ground fayre blew. 

Three flowerdcluces gold : 

The ground of them is fed of hew. 

And goodly to behold. 

But note a greater matter nQW, 

Upon his tombe in ftone ~ 

Were fourteene lords that knees did bow 

Unto this lord alone. 

Of this rare worke a porch is made. 

The barrons there rem^ne 

In good old fione, and aiincient trade. 

To ihewc all ages plaine* 
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What homage was to Haflings due, 
What honour he did win: . 
What armes he gave, and fo to blaz^ 
What lord had Haflings bin. 



Right ore agdnft this windowe, loe 

In ftone a ladle lyes : 

And in her hands a hart I troe. 

She holds l)efore your eyes : 

And on her breaft, a great fayrc fhield. 

In which fhe beares no more 

But three great flowerdeluces large : 

And even loe, right ore 

Her head another ladie lyes 

With fquirrell on her hand, 

Andather feete, in Hone like wife, 

A couching hound doth ftand : 

They fay her fquirrell lept away, 

And toward it fhe run : 

And as from fall Ihe fought to flay 

The little pretie Bun, 

Right downe from top of wall (he fell, 

And tooke her death thereby. 

Thus what I heard, I doe you tell, 

And what is feene with eye, 

A friend of myne who lately dyed, 
That Dodor Lewis hight : 
Within that church his tombe I fpyed, 
Well wrought and fayre to fight, 
O Lord (quoth I) we all muft dye. 



A ladie of Abor« 
gajcaic. 



Aladieof ibme 
noble lioafe 
whofe name 1 
knowe not. 



Doaoi^tewit 
lltejy judge in 
the Amondtie, 



Na 



THE WORTHINES 

No lawe, tior learnings lore : 

No judgement deepe, nor knowledge hye, 

No riches lefle or more^ 

No office, place, nor calling great, 

No worldly pompe at all. 

Can keepe us from the mortall threat 

Of death, when God doth call. 

Sith none of thefe good gifts on earth, 

Have po^yre to make us live : 

And no good fortune from our birth, 

No hower of breath can give. 

Thinke not on life and pleafure heere, 

They pafle like beames of funne : 

For nought from hence we carrie deere. 

When man his race hath runne, 
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An IntroduBion for Brcaknoke Shierc, 



S bodic tyerd with travaile, God forbid, 
. That wearie bones, fo foone (hould feeke for reft ; 
lall fences fleepe, when head in houfe is hid, 
; though fomecharme, were crept in quiet breft, 
id fo bewitch, the wits wit*h too much cafe, 
lat duls good fpreete, and blunts quicke fharpe de« 

vice : 
hich climes the clowdes, and wades through deepeft 

feas, 
id goes before, and breakes the frozen ice, 
) cleerethecoaft, and make the palFage free 
r travelers all, that will great fecrets fee* 

hen quick conceyt, by flouth is rockt afleepc, 

id frefli device, goes faynt for lack of ufe : 

3Pg the limmes, doth lazie humours creepc, 

id daylie breedes, in bodie great abufe. 

netall fine, be not kept cleane from ruft, 

le brighteft blade, will furc feme cancker take : 

d when cleere things, are flaynd withdrofle andduft, 

ley mud be fkour'd by (kill, for profites fake. 

t is nought worth, in ydle braiiie to reft, 

ir gold doth good, that ftill lyes lockt in cheft, 

e foft downe bed, and chamber warm'd with fire, 
thicke furd gownc, is all that fluggard feekes : 
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Bat men of fpreete, whofe hearts do ftill afpire. 
Do labour long, with leane and lentten cheekes* 
To trye the world, and tafte both fweete and fower : 
Who much doth fee, may much both fpeake and write, 
Who little knowes, hath little wit or power 
To winnethe wife, or dwell in worlds delight. 
Feare not to toyle, for he that fowes in painc. 
Shall reape with joye, for ftore good come againe. 

In reachlefle youth, whiles fancie flcwe with winde, 
Feete could not ftay, the bodic movM fo faft ; 
For every part, thereof did anfwer minde, 
Till agedyeeres, fayd wanton daies werepaft. 
If that be true, found judgement fhould be fraught 
With graver thoughts, and greater things of weight: 
Sith fober fence, at lightneiTe now hath laugh t. 
Thy reafon (hould, fet crooked matters flreight : 
And newly frame, a formeof fine device, 
That vertue may, bring knowledge mofl in price. 

To treate of tyme, and make difcourfe of men, 

And how the world, doth chop and chaunge eflate. 

Doth well become, an auncient writers pen : 

If fkill will ferve, fuch fecretes to debate. 

If no, hold on the courfe thou haft begun. 

To talke of townes, and caftles as they are : 

And looke thou doe, no toyle nor travaile (hun. 

To fet foorth things, that be both ftraungeand rare. 

Ifage doe droope, andean abide no toyie. 

When thou comeft home, yet fet out fome fweete foylc. 

Thougk 



OF WALES. 

Though joynts waxc ftiflfe, and bodie heavie growes, 
And back€ beads downe^ to earth where corps mud 

lye: 
And legges be lame, and gowte cfeepes in the toes, 
Cold crampe, and coUgh, makes groning goaft to crye* 
When fits arepa(V, if any red be found, 
flyt pen againe, tbf that ffaall purchafe praife : 
Yea though thou canft, not ride fo great a ground, 
As all ore Walet , in thyne old aged dales : 
Forget no place^ nor foyie where thou had bin, 
WIthBreaknocke Shxere^ than thou this booke begin. 

Shewe what thyne eyes, are witnefle of for troth. 
And leave the reft, to them that after lives i 
When man is cal'd, away to grave he goeth, 
Death fteales the life, that God and nature gives. 
Thou haft no ftate, nor pattent here on earth, 
3ut borrowed breatk^ the bodie beares about : 
Death daylie wayts, on life from hower of birth, - 
And when he lifts, he blowcs thy candle out. 
rhen leave fomc worke, in world before thou palTc, 
That friends mayfay,loe here a writer was. 

My mufe thusfayd, and fo fhc ftiranke afidc, 
^8 though fome fpre^t, a fpace had fpoke to mee : 
With that I had, a friend of myne efpyde, 
That ftood farre of, behind a lawrell tree, 
^or whom I caltd, and told him in his eare 
Wy Mufes tale : but therewithal! his eyes 
Bedeaw'd his cheekes^ with many a bitter teare, 
f'or forrowe great, that from his heart did rife. 

K Oh 
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Oh friend (quoth he) thy race I fee fo fliort. 
Thou canftnot live, to make of Wales report. 

For firit behold, how age and thy mifhap. 
Agreed in one, to tread thee under foote : 
Thou waft long iince, flong out of Fortunes lap, 
When youths gay blowmes, forfooke both biaOnch and 

roote : 
And left weakc age, as bare asbarraine fiocke. 
That neither fruite, nor leaves will growe upon : 
Can feeble bones, abide the fiurdie (hocke 
Of fortunes force, when youthfull ftrength is goif : 
And if good chaunce,* in youth hath fled from thee, 
Be fure in age, thou canft not happie bee. 

Tis hnp that muft, maintaine thy coil and charge. 
By fome fuch meane, as great good tumes are gote : 
Els walke or ride, abroade the worlde at large. 
And yet great mynd, but makes old age to dote. 
Thy travaile paft, (hewes what may after fall. 
Long journeys breedes, difeafe and iicknefle oft : 
Thou haft not health, nor wiihed wealth at call. 
That glads the heart, and makes men looke aloft. 
No forer fnib, nor nothing nips fo neere. 
As feele much want, yet ihewe a merrie cheere. 

My newfound friend, no feoner this had (ayd, 
(Which tryallknowes, both true and words of weight) 
But that my mynd, from travaile long was ftayd. 
Save that I tooke, in hand a journey ftreight, 

To 
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To Breakenoke towne, whofe feate once throughly 

pend, 
(Withfomcfuch notes, as fcafon fervcs therefore) 
Where all the reft, of toyle ihould make an end, 
Sith aged limmes, might travaile Wales no more. 
Right forie furc, I can no further go, 
Content perforce, fith hap will have it fo. 

Some men begin, to build a goodly feate, 
And frames a worke, of timber bigge and large : 
Yet long before, the workmanlhip be greate. 
Another comes, and takes that plot in charge. 
Men may not doe, no more #hen God permits. 
The mynd it thinkes, great things to bring to paife : 
But cimunon courfe, fo foone orecomes the wits. 
In peeces lyes, mans fiate like broken glafle. 
We purpofe much, but little power we finde. 
With good fucceile, to anfwer mightie minde. 

Well, that difcourfe, let goe as matter paft. 

To Breakenoke now, my pen and nuife axe prefi : 

And fith that foyle, and towne (hall be the lafl. 

That here I meane, to touch of all the refl. 

In briefed fort, it (hall be written out : 

Yet with fuch words, as carries credit flill, 

As other works, in world can breede no dout : 

So this fmall peecc, (hall (hewe my great good will^ 

That for farewell, to worthie Wales I make. 

That followes here, before my leave I take* 

O HAPPIE princely foyle, my pen is &rre to bace, 
My mufe but fenres in fted of foyle, to ffvt a jewell Qrace \ 
^ K a ^^ 
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My bare invention cold, and barraine verfcs vainc, 

When they thy glor)' fhould unfold, they do thy countrlc ftainc. 

Thy worth fome worthie may, fet out in golden lines, 

Alid blaze the fame, with colors gay, whofc gliftring beautie ihincst 

My boldnefle was to great, to take the charge in hand, 

With wafted wits the braines to beat, to write on fuch a land : 

Whofe people may compare, in high'll: degree of praife, 

With any now alive that are, or were in elders dales. 

Thy townes and caflles fayre, fo bravely ftand in deede. 

They (hould their honour much apityre, if they my verfes neede, 

A writers rurall rime, doth hinder thy good name : , 

For verfe but entertaines the tyrae, with toycs that fancies frame. 

With Tullies fugred tongue, or Virgils (harpc engine, 

Thy rare renowne flwuld flill be rong, or fung in verfe devine. 

A iimple poets pen, but blots white paper ftill, 

And blurres the brute and praife of men, for want ofcunningquill^ 

If Ovids Ikill I had, or could like Homer write. 

Or Dant would make my raufes glad, to pleafe the worlds delite* 

Or Chawfer lent me in thefe diues,fome of his learned tales. 

As Petrarke did his Lawra praife, fo would I fpeak of Wales, 

But all to late I cra\'e, for knowledge wit and fence : 

For looke what gifts the Gods then gave, they tooke them al from 

hence. 
And left us nought but bookes, to ftare and pore upon. 
On which pcrchaunce blind bayard lookes, when ikill and iight is 

gon. 
Our former age did floe, with grace and learned lore. 
Then farre behind they come I troe, that drive to run before. 
Wc muft goe lagging on, as legges and limmes were lamfe. 
And though long fince the gole was gon, and withath won the game. 
We ihall have roume to play, and tyme and place withnll, 
To looke, to reade, to write and fay, what (ball in faucie fall. 
But woe 18 me the while, that overweenes in want. 
When world inay at. my boldncs fmilr, to ice niy Ikill fo fcaDt. 
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Yet write in countries praife, that I cannot fct out. 
And ftands difcourag'd many waies, to travailc Wales about* 
Yet take now well in worth, the works I have begun, 
I can no further thing fet foorth, my dales are almoft dun : 
As candle cleere doth burne, to focket in fmall tyme, 
So age to earth muft needes retume, when youth hath paft his 
pryme. 

Now Breakenoke Shiere, as falleth to thy lot, 
In place a peere, thou art not fure forgot : 
Nor written of fo much as I defire : 
For iickneiTe long, made bodie foone retyre 
Unto the towne where it was borne and bred, 
And where perhapa, on turffe muft lye my hed* 
Whcnlaborsall, fhall reapc a grave for refti 
And iilent death, (hall quiet troubled breft : 
Then as I now, have fomewhat fayd on thee. 
So (hall fome friend, haue tyme to write on mee, 
Whofe reftlefle mufe and wearie waking mindc, 
To pleafure world, did oft great Icafure finde : 
And who rejoyft, and tooke a great delight. 
For knowledge fake, tb ftudie reade and write. 



ne 
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The Townt and Church o/'Breakenokc. 



T 



^HE towne is built, as in a pit it were. 
By water fide, all lapt about with hill : 
You may behold a ruinous caftle there. 
Somewhat defaile, the walles yet ftandeth ftill. 
dSeU^'h'*" Small narrowe flreates, through all the towne ye have, 

Yet in the fame, are fondrie houfes brave : 
hat?* ^u^^" Well built without, yea trim and fay re within, 
here* With fweetc profped, that fhall your favour wm. 

The river Ofke, and Hondie runnes thereby, 
Fower bridges good, of ftone ftands ore each ftreame ; 
The grcateft bridge, doth to the collcdge lye, 
A free houfe once, where many a rotten beame 
Hath bene of late, through age and trackt of tyme : 
Which biftioprnow, refourmes with flone and lyme» 
Had it not bene, with charge repayrd in hafte, 
That houfe and feate, had furely gon to wafle* 

Two churches doth, belong unto this towne, 
One ftands on hill, where once a priorie was : 
Which chaung'd the name, when abbyes were put 

downe. 
But now the fame, for parrifh church doth pafle. 
Another place, for morning prayer is, 
Made long agoe, that flandeth hard by this. 

B4it 
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Built in this church, a tombe or two I find^ 
Thatworthie is, in bricfe to bring tominde. 

Three couple lyes, one ore the othets head. The auncient ' 

Along in tombe, and all one race and lyne : 

And to be plsune, two couple lyeth dead, 

The third likewife, as deftnie (hall aifyne. 

Shall lye on top, right ore the other twaine : 

Their pid^ures now, all readie there remaine. 

In figoe when God appoynts the terme and date, 

All fleih and blood muHt yeeld to mortall fate. 

Thcfe are in deede, the auncient race of Gams, 
A houfe and blood, that long rich armes doth give : 
And now in Wales, are many of their names. 
That keepes great trayne, and doth full brairely live* 
The eldeft fonne, and chiefeft of that race. 
Doth beare in armes, a ramping lyon crownd, 
And three fpeare beads, and three red cocks in place. 
A dragons head, allgreene therein is found : 
And in his mouth, a red and bloodie hand. 
All this and more, upon the tombe doth fland. 

Three feyreboyes heads, and every one of thofc Theirmesof <| 

A ferpcnt hath clofe lapt about his neckc : ^^ ^•°*'* 

A great white bucke, and as you may fuppofe, 
Right ore the fame, (which doth it trimly decke) 
A crowne there is, that makes a goodly (hoe, 
A lyon blacke, and three buUes heads I troe : 
Three flowerdeluce, all freih and white they were, 
Two fwords, two crownes, with fay re long croffc if 
^ ttcre. 



7^ T H B WORTH IN ES 

Three batg, whofc wings were fpreadediill at large. 
And three white biarrei were in thcfe armcs likewi 
Let harrolds now, to whom belongs that charge, 
Defcribe thefe things, for me this may fuffife* 
Yet further now, 1 forced am to goe, 
Of feverali men, fome other armcs to (hoe. 
Within that church, there lyei beneath the querc, 
Thefe perfons two, whofe names now (hall ye hear< 

The armes of In tombeof ftonc, full foyre and finely wrought, . 

one Waters. Qne Waters lyes, with wife faft by his fide : 

Of iome great ftocke, thefe couple may be though 
As by their armes, on tombc may well be tride. 
Full at hisfeete, a goodly greyhound lyes. 
And at his head there is before your eyes 
Three libbarts heads^ three cups, two eagles fplay< 
A fayre red croiTe : and further to be fayd. 

A lypn blacke, a ferpent fircely made. 
With tayle wound up : thefe armes thus endethf 
Croffe legg'd by him, as was the auncient trade, 
His name was Debreos lyes, in pidture as I troe, 
Seos**'* ^'' ^f ^^^ ^^^^ ^^^ • which wood as divers fay 
^ No worme can eat, nor tyme cin Wear away : 

A couching hound, as harrolds thought full meet 
In wood likcwife, lyes underneath bis feete: 

Juft by the fame, Meredith Thomas lyes, 
Who had great grace, great wit and worfliip both 
And world him thought, both happic blcft and w 
A man that lo^'d, good juftice faith and* troth. 

E 
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Right «re this tombe, of ftonc, to his great fanje. 

Good ftorc in deede of Latin vcrfes are. 

And every verfe, fet foorth in fucb good franic^ 

That truely doth his life and death declare. 

This man was Hkt, for many graces n;ood 

Tbat be poilell, heildes his birth and blood. 



Some' 
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Somewhat ofjhme Rivers cfnd fVatcrs. 



Glaffeberics C\l^ ^^^^^ things, as ferTC as kpowlcdge goes, 
bridge is within \J Now muft I writc, to fumilh foorth this booke: 

two m^Ic Qf , 

Portthamwell. Somc (hiercs doe part at Waters^ tryall (howcs 
Thcrc^ who fo lift upon the fame to looke. 
Dulacjs doth rupae, along unto the Hay, 

Maifter Robert So Hartford (hiere, from Break^pokq parteth there. 

Knowle* that gj^eenick Deelyes, Thlanienny as they fay 

inaried one of ,, ' \. . »tt , i 

the heirs of the At Tawllgath meetcs, fp into Wye they tieare ; 
Xhyitho^f" From Arthur? hill, Tytarell runnes apace, 
and a parke at And into Ofke and Breakenok^ runne$ his racp. 

PoftthamwelU 

NereByeaknoke townc, therp is amountainfe hyc^ 

Which (hewes fo huge, it is full hard to clime : 

The mountaine feemes fo monftrous to the ey^ 

Yet thoufaqds doercpayre to t|iat foretime. 

Apd they that ftand, right on thp top fhal fee 

A wonder great, as people doe report : 

Which common brute^ and faying true may bee, 

l^ut fince in deede, I did not there refqrt, 

I write no more, then world will witneffe well : 

Let them that pleafe, of thofe ilraunge wonders telU 

What isfet downe, I have it furely feene^ 
As one that toyld and travayld fof the troth : 
I will not fay, fuch things are as I wcene. 
And frame a verfe^ as common voyces goeth. 

Not 



I 
I 
I 
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Noir yet to pleafe the humors of fomemen, 
1 Vm not ftretchf nor racke my termes awry ; 
My mufe will not fo farre abiife iht pen, 
That writer ihall gayne any blot thereby : 
So be have thanke in irfiD^ ydle quill, 
He feekes no more foi* paiues and great goodwill* 



L 2 Ludloe 
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Ludlijc Toyi'tid^ Church andCqftlc^ 

Tll£.towiiierdoth {land mo^l part upon an hHr» " 
. ir^ u-,„c3 ur Suilt well and fayre, with llreates botR large 

?/!?!'V^"^- and wide : 

Broad ftreate. Thc houlcs fuch^ where irraungers lodge at will. 
^tmxiAxt^ As long as there the councell liih abide, 

Both fine and cleane the Creates are all throughcMity 
With condits cleere, and wholefome water fprings : 
And who that litis to walke the towne about, 
A fayre hottfe Wy Shall finde therein fome rare and pleafant thinea : 

the gate of the _ , . ^ , , r r , • 

making of ju- out chiefly there the ayre fo fweete you have, 
fticc Walter. ^^ \j^ ^^ place ye can no better crave. 

favre houfe of '^^^ market houfc, where come and catcs are fold, 
Maifter Sack- Is covered ore, and kept in fined fort : 

fords which he 

did buyid, and a From which ye fhall, the cattle well behold, 
^^l^^^l^^^^^ And to which walke, doe many men refort. 
rie Foxe did be- On every fide thereof fayre houfes are, 
ch7r\^^^on and '^^^^ makes a Ihewe, to pleafe both mynd and eyr: 
a houfc that The church nere that, where monuments full rare 
^ dweilcs in.^""' There is, (wherein doth fondrie people lye) 
M. Towncs-cnd My pen fhall touch, becaufe the notes I finde 

bath a fayre . , ^ , ,« , . . . 

houfe at Saint Therem, deferve to be well borne m minde. 

Auftins once a 

ThVLordPrefi- ^'^ithin thequere, there is a ladie layd 

dent Sir Harrie In tombe moft rich, the top of fayre touchftone : 

ter called Am- There was beftow'd in honour of this mayd, 

brofia, is eo- Qt4$x ioft and charge, thc tructh may wcUbc knownc. 

tombed here m . o w j 

Modbhtveam^ For 
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the tambe, is built in fmnptiiousgaire, 
le {ameyaclofct fayrets wrought, 
\oTd%maf fit in fbtely folemne wife, 
3gh it were a fine device of though t, 
utific bptk tombe atxk every part 
t iayre worke, that there it made by arte. 

: that tombe, full on the other fide^ 

Kt doth lye, that Juftice Towncfend bight : 

e lUcewiict fo iootit as that (he dyed, 

rich tombe, was buryod by this kaigfat : 

leth to telly Dame Alice was her name, 

e in deedjy that brought both wealth and land, 

;7orld iayth, a worthie vertuous dame, 

auncieac armes, in colours there doth ftand : 

ay moiei whofir amcs I dpe not knowc, 

is knight, are joyned ail a roe. 

le chunihi a clMlntrie ckippell ftands, 
Elozier lyes, a man that did much good: 
i great wealth, and gave thereto fome lands, 
pt poore foules that in neceffitie flood* 
r men, are bent to win good will 
good turne, that they may freely Aowe ; 
srs hands, and head were working Hill : 
^ he did, in det or daunger knowe. 
d to fee, a begger at his doore : 
is joye, was to releeve the poore. 



net and great 
charjetble 
workmtirAipo|| 
the right hni' 
of the aulter. 
On the fime ii 
my Lord of War. 
wlcki arxnei ex- 
celently wrought 
and my («ord 
Prefidentt armet 
and others, are 
in like fort there 
richly fct out. 
Sir RaImm < 
Towoaa^ad 
luMghtlyiai«« 
m«rvcioaa fgytt 
tombe io. tiM 
queere here, and 
his wife by him, 
at his feele is » 
red rowbttck, 
and a word toi/t 
en elhm» 



Ontheleffhand 
Hosier lyes in 
the bodie of the 
church^ 



man, whole name was Cookes for troth, ?" fll* 'i*^* 

,././. hand Cookes 

zier was, in all good gifts of grace« iyes. 

This 
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This man ^as '^^^^ Cookes did give, great lands and living^ both; 

.my mothers fa- Fq|. ^q naaintabc, a chauntrie in that place. 
A yeerely dole, and nlontbly almes likewife 
He ordaynd there, which now the poore doe mil t 
His wife and he, within that chappell lyes. 
Where yet full pl^ne, the chauntrie fbmding is : 
Some other things of note there may you fee. 
Within that church, not touched now by mee. 

Beawpy was a Yet Beawpy muft, be nam'd good reafon why, 
▼rrteous man, For he beftow'd, great charge before lie dyde, 
he made another Xo hclpc poore men, and now his bones doth lye 
Full nere the font, upon the foremoft fide. 
Thus in thofe dales, the poore was lookt unto. 
The rich was glad, to fling their wealth away : 
So that their almes, the poore fome good might do. 
In poore mens boxe, who dothhis treafure lay, 
Shall finde againe, ten fold for one he leaves ; 
Or els iny hope, and knowledge me de<%ive8» 



n^ 
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fkc Cq/ile of Ludlow, 



THE caftle now, I mynd here to fet out, 
It floods ngh( well, and pleafant to the ven^e, 
TVith fweete prpfpc^, yea all the field about. 

An auncient featc, yet many buildings newc ^^' W*"T ^^ 

, . " • ney built maiqf 

Lord prefdj^pt msUie, to givjc ft greater fame : things here wor- 

But if J muft, difcourfc of things as true, ^»* P'?**^* ^^ 

There are great works, that now doth bearj? no name, 

Which were of old^ and yet may pleafurp you 

To fee the fame : for loe in elders dales 

Was much b^flow'd, that now i^ much to praife. 



Prince Arthurs armes, is there well wrought in fione, 

{A worthie worke, that fewe qr none may mend) 

This worke not fuch, that it may palTe alone : 

por as the tyme, did ^waies people fend 

To world, that might exceede in wit and fpreetc : 

60 fondrie forts of works are in that feate. 

That fqr fo hye a ftately place is meete : 

Which (hewes this day, the workmanfhip is greate. 

Loeke on my lords, and fpeak your fancies throw, ' 

And you will praife, fayre Ludloe caftle now* 

In it befides, (the works are here unnam'd) 
A chappell is, moft trim and coflly fure, 
So bravely wrpught, fo fayre and finely fratn*d, 
That to worlds end, the beautie may endure. 



Orer a chimney 
cxcel]ently 
wrought in the 
beft chambcTy 11 
S. Androwes 
CroiTc joyned to 
Prince Arthurs 
armes in thehall 
windowe. 
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Ahout the fame, are armes in colours fitch. 
As fewe can fhewe, in any foyle or place : 
A great device, »a wotke moftrare ani ritch : 
Which truely (hewes, the armes, the blood and race 
Of fondrie jfings, but chiefly noble men. 
That here in pro&, I will fet out with pen^ 

AUthatfollowes Sir Walter Lacic was firft owner of l»u<}loe cafflc; 
«Lcw"tftd**iM>. ^^^^^^ armes are there, and fo fbllowes the irfti>y or- 
der as you may rcade, 

Jeffrey Genyuile, did match with JLacie. 

Roger Mortynver the firft earle of Marttfhy an ear!« 
'of a great houfe match t with Genyuile, 

Leonell Duke of Clarence joyned with Ulftcr in 
armes. 

Edmond Earl oTMarchy matched witlh Clarence. 

Richard Earle of Cambridge matcht with the Earle 
of Marchy. 

Richard Duke of Yorke matcht with Wcftmcr- 
land. 

Edward the fourth matcht with Wodvilc of Rivers, 

Henry the fcventh matcht with Elizabeth right 
heire of England. 

Henry the eight matcht with the Marquefe of Pen- 
broke. 

Tbefe are the greatest firft to be named that are 
fet out worthely as they were of dignitie and birth. 
J^iKofoll§wes the refi^fthofe timt i^ert tdtrd Pt^UiMts^ 
and others 'vobpfe arm^s are in t/jejame pin^ffeil. 

William Smkh Bifhop of Lincbkie wm the *r(l 
Lord Prcitdent of Walc8 in Prince Arthurs 4ai«. 
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Jeffrey Blythe Blfhoppe of Coventrie and Litch- 
field Lord Prelident. 

Rowland Lee Bifhoppe of Coventrie and Litchfield 
Lord Prcfi dent. - / 

Jhon Veflie Bifhop of Exeter Lord Prefident. 

Richard Sampfon Bifhop of Coventrie and Litch- 
field Lord Prefident. 

John Dudley Earle of Warwick (after Duke-of 
Northumberland) Lord Prefident. '- 

Sir William Harbert (after Earle of Penbroke) 
Lord Prefident. * 

Nicholas Heath Bifhop of Worcefter Loi3 Ptc- 
fident, ; ' 

Sir William Harbert once againe Lord Prefident. .» 

♦ Gilbert Browne Bifhop of Bathe and Welles Lord '* 

Prefident. 

Lord Williams of Tame Lord Prefident.. . 'j 

Sir Harry Sidney Lord Prefident. ^ 

SirAndrewCorbret knight, Viceprelident# 

There arc two blancks left without armes. 

Sir Thomas Dynam Knight, is mentioned there to 
doe fome great good ad, 

John. Scory Bifhop of, Hartford. 
. Nicholas Bullingham, bifhop of Worcefier. 

Nicholas Robinfon, Bifhop .of Bango re. ' V 

Richard Davies, Bifhop of Saint Davies. / 

Thomas Davies, Bilhop of Saint AfTaph. 

. Sir James Crofts knight, controller. 

Sir John Throgmorton knight, Juflicc of Chefler - 

and the three fhieres of Eaflwales. 

Sir Hugh Cholmley knight." 

M Sir 
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Sir Nicholas Arnold knight. 

Sir George Brbraley knight, and Juftice of the 
three (hieres in Wales. 

William GerraM, Lord Chauncellor of Ireland, and 
Juflice of the three fhieres in Souihwales. 

Charles Foxe efquicr and fecretorie. 

Ellice Price Doftor of the Lawe. 

Edward Lcighton efquicr. 

Richard Seborne efquier. 

Richard Pates efquier. 

Rafe Barton efquier. 

George Phetyplace efquier. 
' "^^ Pl"* '^**'' William Leighton efquier. 

called Tean, . 

comes feventeen Myles Sands efquier. 

wlUdTc'^^*'* The arraes of al thefe afore fpoken of are gallant- 

Whitehall neerc jy ^ind cunningly fct out in the chappell. 
untoBegydlicin 

Kadnor.** " Now 18 to be rehearfed, that Sir Harry Sidney be- 

ing Lord Prefident buylt twelve roumes in the fayd 
caftle, which goodly buildings doth fhewe a great 
beau tie to the fame. 

He made alfo a goodly wardrope underneath the 

new parlor, and rcpayred an old tower, called Morty- 

The forcft of ^^^^ tower, to keepe the auncient records in the fame: 

Brcnwood is and he repay red a fay re roume under the court houfe. 

iHrcft from the , / , ^ . , 

towne. to the fame entent and purpofe, and made a great 

M^cktrtrand ^^^^ about the woodyard, and biiilt a moft brave con- 

Ockley Parkei dit within the inner court :< and all the newe buildings 

from thence, over the gate Sir Harrry Sidney (in his dales and go- 

vemement there) made and fet out to the honour of 

the queene and glorie of the caftlc. 

There 
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There are in a goodly or ftately place fet out my 
Lord Earl of Warwicks armes, the Earle of Darbic, 
thcEarle of Worceflcr, the Earle of Penbroke and 
Sir Harry Sidneys armes in like maner : al thefe ftand 
on the left hand of the chamber. On the other fide 
are the armes of Northwales and Southwales, two 
red lyons and t\^^o golden lyons. Prince Arthurs. 

At the end of the dyning chamber, there is a pretty ^ j^^j^^ - . 
device how the hedgehog brake the chayne^ and came Lord Prefidentt. 
from Ireland to Ludloe* 

; There is- in the hall a great grate of iron of a huge 
height: fo much is written only of the caflle. 



M 2 T/ji 
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Tlje Towne o/Ltidloe, and many good Gifts graunted 

-'-'■■ ■','•% 

.:, . to the fame* 



KING Edward fourth, for fervice truely done, 
M.-.- ^r- > - o, . When Henry fixt, and he had moriall warrc : 

rbfrtt^'nlTdfJ NoYooner fee, by force the viaorie worie, 
incorporate But With great things, the towne he did prefarre* 
many goodly Gave lands thereto, and libertie full large, 
ireedomes. ^Which royaU giftSy his bountic did declare. 

And dayly doth mainteyne the towncs great charge i 
Whofe people now, in as great freedom are, 

As any men, under this rule and crownc. 
That towne ,—, ,. ,,,... 

hath bin well That lives and dwels^ m citie or m towne. 

governed a long 
ivhile with two - 

bayliefes twelve ^wo bayliefes rulps, one yeere thetowne throughout, 
^ aldermen, and Twelve aldermen they have therein likewife : 

five and thirtie 

commoners, a Who doth bearefway, asturne doth come about, 

town'^darkl af- ^^^ ^^°^^^ ^^*=' ^^ ^*^ ^^ auncient guite. 
fiftant to the Good lawsthcy have,, and open place to pleade, 
Kudfciall'^" In ample fort, for right and juftice fake r 
courfe of lawe p^ preacher too, that dayly there doth reade, 
large and ample A fchoolemafter, that doth good fchollers make^ 
"*•* n*^K ^^^ '**"' ^^^ ^^"^ ^^^ qAieerc, are boyes brought up to fing^ 
partieand par- And to ferve God, and doe none other thing. 

tie» as any cittie 

or borrowe of .,,-.. 

England hath. Three tymes a day, m church good farvice is. 

At fixe o'clocke, at nine, and then at three : 



In which due howers, a ftraunger (hall jiot mis, 

But fondrie/fprts, of people there to fee, . , • 

And thirtie three, poore perfons they maintaine, 

Who weekely have, both money, almes and ayde : ' 

Their lodging free, and further to be plaine, 

Still once a weeke, the poore are truely payde : The poore have 

Which (hewes great grace, and goodnefle in that feate, ^'^\"* lodging* 

**■ & .» ^ & . ^ » each one a part 

Where rich doth fte, the poore Ihall want no meate. - to Wmfelfe. 

An hofpitall,. there hath bene long of old. An hofpitall 

And many things, pertayning to the fame : ^^^^^^ ^' J^"^** 

A goodly Guyld, the townftiip did uphold, A Guyld that 

By Edwards gift, a king of worthie fame. (by"fctters^pat- 

This towne doth choofe, two burgefTes alwaies f^"^') g^^c to 

_ ,. , /I /1-11 • r ^^* bayJiefs an<j 

For parliament, the cuftome Itill is fo : burgefles of the 

Two fayres a yeere, they have on feverall daics, 1^)^"°:, 

' ' t -nir 1 The aldermen 

Three markets kept, but Monday chiefe I troe : are jufticcs of 
And two great parkes, there are full neere the towne, tfr^/b'-ng"' ^^* 
But thofe of right, pertaine unto the crowne. 

Thefe things rehearft, makes Ludloe honord mitch. 
And world to thinke, it is an auncient feate : 
Where many men, both worthie wife and ritch 
Were borne and bred, and came to credit great. 
Our auncient kings, and princes there did reft. 
Where now full oft, the prefdent dwels a fpace : 
It (lands for Wales, moft apt, moft fit and beft, 
And neereft to, at hand of any place : 
Wherefore I thought, it good before I end. 
Within this booke, this matter fhould be pend. 



The 
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The reft of townes, fhat in Shropfliiere you have, 
I neede not touch, they are fo throughly knownc: 
/ And further more, I knowe they cannot crave 

To be of Wales, how ever brute be blowne. 
So wiftiing well, as duetie doth me blnde, 
To one and all, as farre as power may goe, 
I knit up here, as one that doth not mindc 
Of native foyle, no further now to fhowe. 
So ceafe my mufe, let pen and paper paufe, 
Till thou art calde, to write of other caufe. 



A 
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An IntroduBlon to remember Shroplhierc. 



HOW hath thy mufc fo long bene luld a flecpe ? 
What deadly drinke> hath fence in ilumber 
brought ? 
)oth poyfon cold, through blood and bofome creepe ? 
)r is of fpite, fome charme by witchcraft wrought, a device of the 

That vital! fbreetes, hath loft their feeline quite ? ""'*^°' ^*'**** 
^ .,,,-, . . r reafons thrcatn- 

Jr 18 the hand, fo weake it cannot write ? ing. 

[}ome ydle man, and fhewe fome honeft caufe, 

Why writers pen makes now fo great a paufe. 

Can Wales be namMe, and Shoplhiere be forgote, 

The marflies muft, make mufter with the reft : 

Shall Sallop fay, their countreyman doth dote, 

To treate of things, and write what thinks him beft. 

No fare fuch fault, were double error .plaine, 

If in thy pen be any poets vayne, 

Or gifts of grace, from ikies did drop on thee. 

Than Shi ewfebrie towne, thereof firft caufe muft bee. 



Both borne and bred, in that fame feate thou waft, ^^ • ^ 

' ' The author 

(Of race right good, or els records do lye) borne in . 

From whence to fchoole, where ever Churchyard paft, Shrcwfcburie. 

To native foyle, he ought to have an eye, 

Speake well of all, and write what world may prove. 

Let nothing goe, beyond thy countries love : 

Wales 
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Shrcwfebnric Wales once it was, and yet to mend thy tale, 
Wales. ^ "Make Wales the parke, and plaine Shropftiiere the 
pale. .. » -., ,' \ . • •• • .. ,.•■ 

If pale be. not, a fpeciall peece of parke, 

Sit filent now, and neither write nor fpeake : 

But leave out pale, and thou mayft mifle the marke, ' 

Thy mufe would hit, or els thy fhaft may breake 

Reafons threat- Againft a ftone, thou thinkftto glance upon. 

ning is done. -^^^^ weigh thfefe words, my chorlifti check is gon, 
More gentle fpeech, hereafter may I fpend^ 
When that in verfe, 1 fee thy countrie pend. 

When reafons threat, had rapt me on the pate. 

The privie (With privie blowes, that never drawes no blood) 

blowes that rca- L, ^ f. n . . , . , jit 

(bn gives. To itudie itreight, with pen and ynke I gate. 

And fadly there, bethought me what was good. 

But ere the locke, and doore was bolted faft. 

Ten thoufand toyes, in head through fancic paft. 

And twentie n>ore, conceyts came rouling on, 

That were too long, to talke and treat upon. 

Wherefore in briefe, I fettled pen to worke, 
For fcare of ^^^ ^^^^^ ^^^^ world, found fault with llouthfull mufe ; 
fl'ame flouthfull ,.\ntl calling Up, the fpreetes that clofe did lurke 
"uplcd. "^ ^" cloke of eafs, that would good wits abufe. 
I held on way, to auncient Shrewfebrie towne. 
And fo from horfe, at lodging lighting downe, • 
I walkt the ftreates, and markt what came to vewc, 
Found old things dead,- as world were made a newe. 

For 
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Idings gay, jfni! gallant ifihely wrought, 
i device, through time fupplanted cleane : 
Dufes bare, that fecm*d to be worth nought, 
It within, that outward looked leane : 
1 won wealth, to (lufTe each emptie place, 
Qning head, and labouring hand had grace . 
le and keepe, apd lay up ftill in (tore, . 
might fay, the heart could wi(h no more. 



Kewe buildings 
makes old device 
blufh. 



)er fare, were rltch become of late* 
dly meanes, by hap or wifedomes arte : 
no praife, that did apayre his flate, 
moft lawde, that playd the wifeft parte. 
e by goods, wdl won with honeft trade, 
rely looke, ther6 were no havock made : 
rrftie men, doe dwell in Shrewfebrie now, 
L the towne is full of marchants throw. 



Labour re^pe^ 
reward. 



idrie borne, of right good race and blood, 
;ely lives, from bondage everyway : 
'entand lands, whofe wealth and worldly good, 
other works, gives them free leave to play) 
rt are ritch, or els right well to live, 
:he poore, the godly people give : 
ching ftill, repayres both young and old, 
nore thereef, then of ritch pearle or gold.. 



Many well bornr 
and rich in 
Shrew feburie. 
Divers almes 
houfes in 
Shrewfcburle, 
arid hath bin 
there mainteyn* 
ed in old time. 



me to poynts, and rules of civill men, 
aner calde, that (hewes good nature flill : 
vith Wales, ye may compare them then, 
aneH (prt, I oieane of flendreft ikill. 

N ■ For 



Shrewfeburfe 
and Wales are 
like in courtefir. 
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Fay re worde» For as fomc whelpes, that are of gentle kinde, 
rcommon"wng Exceedes curre doggcs, that beares a doggifh mipdc ; 
there. So thefe meekc folke, that meetes you in the ftreet?. 

Will curchie make, or (hewes an humble fpi^e. 

Good nature and This argues fure, they have in Wales bin bred, 

fhe wes good Or well btought up, and taught where now they dwcH : 

'">'"^*- If haughtie heart, be fpyde by loftie bed. 

And curteous folkes, by lookes are knowne full well : 

Me thinkes the myld, wins all good will away, 

Stout behaviour The fturdie ftands , like ftagge or bucke «t bay : 

rej then em- ' The tame white dove, andTaulkon for delytes, 

braced. ^^^ better farre, than fifteene hundred kytes. 

Many of Wales My theame is Wales, and to that theame I goc, 

wealthiemenin „ , . . , /- , - ^ • . . 

Shrcwicburic, Perhaps fome feede, or that fame foyle is Mere : 
Sowne in fuch fort, that dayly it doth growe 
In fayreft fourme, to furniih forth this (hiere. 
Admit the fame, the fequell graunts it well, 
PalTe that dlfcourfe, and give me leave to tell 
How Shrewfebrie ftands, and of thecaftlesfeiate, 
The river large, and ftonie bridge fo greatc. 

A Heepe device The towne three parts, ftands in a valley loe^ 
ot Shrewfcburic. Three gates there are, through which you needes muft 
paffe. 

As to the height, of towne the people goe f 
The caflle built So caftle feemes, as twere a looking glade, 
P^ot^'thatl?"^ To looke through all, and hold them all in awe, 
could have efpy- Treangle wife, the gates and towne doth drawe : 
/u every ftrcr!c! But caftle hill, fpyes out each ftreatc fo platne. 

As though an eye, on thpm did ftiU remtine* 
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In midft of towne, fower pari(h churches are, 
Full nere and clofe, together note that right, : 
The Tewe farre of, is wondrous flraunge and rare, 
For they doe feeme, a true love knot to light : 
They ftand on hill, as nature wrought a feate. 
To place them fower, in ftately beautle greate : 
As men devout, to buyld thefe works tooke care. 
So in thefe daies, thefe temples famous are. 

Firft for the caufe, whereon they fo were made. 
The J for their four me, and faihion framed fine ; 
Next for the coft, the flones and auncient trade. 
And chiefe of all, for mans intent devine. 
Their placing thus, the plots whereon they ftand, 
The workmanfliip, with cunning mafons hand : 
Their height and breadth, the length and thicknefle 

both. 
Argues in deede, a wondrous worke of troth. 

Not farre from them, doth goodly Sevame run. 
An arme of fea, a water large and deepe : 
Whofe headftrong flreame, the fifhercan not fhun. 
Except by banke, both bote and he doth creepe. 
This river runs, to many a noble towne. 
As Wyfter one, and Briftowe of renowne : 
With moe befides, which here I neede not name. 
The card can (hewe, both them and all their fame. 



A matter to be 
marked. 



A knight lyes . 
croflelfgged in 
S. Maries, his 
name is Ley« 
borne. 



Of the fame of 
churches. 



Of the river of 
Sevarne. 



About the waiies, trim under goodly banks 
Doth Sevame paffe, and comes by Gotten hill : 
Much praife they had, and purchail many thanks, 
That at Stonebrid^, made place for mauY ?Lm\V\. 



A notable river, 
called Sevarn, 
running under 
two f aire bridges 



N 



N0O>K. 



92. T H E W 9 R T H I ^ E S 

About thcjtowne, this water m^y be brougkt, 
If tbat a way, were nere the caftle wrought : 
3o caHle (hould, fland like a peercles mount. 
And Shcewfebrie towne, be had in great account. 

There 18 a bridge p^ij f^Qm WeKhbridgc, along by nieddowes greene, 
bridge, which The river runs, n\oll fayre^and fine to vewe : 
Wc^o^beT/"" Such fruitful! ground, as thi« is feldome feene 
Wales. In many parts, if that I heare be true. 

Yet each man knowes, that grafle is in his pride, 
And ayre is freih, by every rivers lide : 
But fvtre this plot, doth farre furpaiTe the reft, 
That by good lot, is not with graces blcft* 

The caftle Who hath defire, to vewe both hill and rale, 

though old and • » i r /i 

ruynate (lands Waike up old wall, of caule Hide and bare, 
"^J^^J^l""^^ *"^ And he (hall fee, fuch pleafure fet to fale, 

In kindly fort, as though fome marchants ware 
Where fet in (hop, to pleafe the paffer by : 
Or els by ihewe, beguyld the gazers eye : 
For looke butdowne, along the pleafant coaft. 
And he (hall thinke, his labour is not loft. 

Maifter Prince One way appeares, Sconebridge and Subbarbs there, 

lolirat'Tne! Which Called is, the Abbey Forehed yet : 

ly, that it graceth ^ lo^g great ftreatc, well builded large and faire, 

aliihefoyicitis^ , ^ .^ ., . 

5n. In as good ayre, as may be wilht with wit : 

Where abbey ftands, and is fuch ring of belles. 

As is not found, from London unto Welles : 

The ftceplc yet, a gracious pardon findes. 

To bide all blafts, all wethers ftormes and wlndes. 
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r way, full ore Welfhl?rid|;e ther^ i§, 
cient ftreat^, calM Franckwell ipapy a day : 
jflri, the people palTe through this, 
to Wales, it is the reddieway* 
Darbs to, is caftle Forched both, 
:e well pav'd, two feverall w^ie$ that goeth; 
without, and all the towne within, 
rafUe flood, to vewe hath fubje^ h'm. 



Here is the way 
to Meluerly^ to 
rWatteklfei^rMr 
■'whea Maiftev 
Leigbtbii' « 
dw el Us, to 
Cawx Caftle 
Lard Staffordi, 
aa4 to Mai4ff 
Wilfia^s ^qH* 



N doth hold, their frecdome of the prince, f^^^tT^^rA^^ 
is found, in records tri^e unfaynd, , in Shrewfeburie 

im (hiere towne, was buylt a great while ^n^^^^^^^^hX^yll^^^ 
prlviledge, by loyaltie was gaynd. as any mayor of 

^yliefes there, doth rule as coiirfe doth fall, omegreaci 
I like maior, and orders good withall : 
officer due, that fits for ftately place, 
eere they have, to yeeld the roumc more grace. 



lemne daies, in fcarlet gownes they goe, 

loufe they keepe, as caufe doth fcrve therefore ' 

iriflmas feafts, compares with all I knowe Great and coftly 

.ondon fure, whofe flate is farre much more, chriftmas and at 

[ties charge, makes ftraungers blufh to fee, **^ feffions and 

icely Hill, it is in each degree : 

ough it beare, a torch beyond the beft, 

interne light, may ftiine among the reft. 



Dwne with more, fit members for the head, j^ matter of traf» 

London ritch, yet reapes great gay ne from ficke to be aot«d 
thence: «4«M.M«^rf 

js good gold, for clothes and markes of lead, 
3r Wel/h ware, exchaungeth Eng\vftv ^tt^ct.' 
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A fountaine head, that many condits fenre, 
Londott com*- Keepes moyft drye fpriogs, and doth it felfe preferve ; 
flowing f«u ^^^ flowing fca, to which all rivers run. 

May fpare fome ihewres, to quench the heate of fun. 

The great mnft.So London muft, like mother to the realme, 
ftnlai.*** ^ * To all her babes, givemilke, gi\'e fucke and pap: 

Small brookes fwelles up, by force of mightieflreame. 
As little things, from greateft gaynes good hap. 
If Shrewiebrie thrive, and lail in this good iucke. 
It is not like, tolackeof woildly mucke : 
The trade is great, the towne and feate flands well. 
Great health they have, in fuch fweete foyles that 
dwell. 

Thus farre I goe, to prove this Wales in deede. 
Or els at leafl, the martches of the fame : 
But further fpeake, of fliiere it is no neede, 
Ludloe is fetowt Save Ludloe now, a towne of noble feme : 
after. A goodly feate, where oft the councell lyes. 

Where monuments, are found in auncient guyfe : 
Where kings and queenes, in pompe did long abyde. 
And where Cxod pleafde, that good Princ<? Arthur 
dyde. 

This towne doth front, on Wales as right as lyne. 
So fondrie townes, in Shroplhiere doe for troth ; 
2^^ Vl" d^h ^* O^^T* * prctie towne full fine, 
front in Wales. Which may belov'd, be likte and pray fed both. 
It fiands fo trim, and is maintaynd ib cleane, 
And peepled is, with folke that well doe meane : 
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That it deferves, to be enrould and (hrynd .- * . 

Incachgoodbreafty andeTeiymanlj myiid. . : 

. * 
The market there, fo fane cxceedet wuhaU, 

Ar no one towne^ comes neero it in fome fort : 

Forlqoke whatmay, be wiflit cr had at.call. 

It is there.£Dund» as market men report. 

For poultrie, foule, of every kind fiMnewhat, ^ * ^^Ue 

\T , « ^ , \ * t. «»lMt • »ar. 

No place can ihewey lo much more cheape then that : wdma nutter. 

All kind of cates, that countrie can affixd. 

For money thei;e, is boughtwith one bate woid* 

They hacke not long about the thing they fi^, Poore iblket 

Forpnoc isknowne^of each thing that is brought : JJJjJj^ STLt. 
Poore folke God wot, in towne no longer dwell| pyniog. 
Then money had, perhaps a thiiq^ of nought : 
So trudge they home, both baid^jgeand unihod. 
With fong in WeUh, or els in|»ayfing God : 
fweete content, O merrie myvd and mood« 
With fweat of browes, thou kiv'ii: to get thy food« 

plaine good folke, that har^ no craftie bnines, j^ huomAn^^ 

confcience cleere, thou knowft no cunning knacks : of plaine people* 

harmlede hearts, where feaie of God lenuunes, 

fimple foules, as fweete as virgin waxe. 

3 happie heads, and bbouring bodies Uefl^ 

") fiUie doTes, of holy Abrahams bieft : 

fou ileepe in peace, and rife in joye and blifle^ 

or heaven hence, for you prepastd is, 

Whei« 
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A rare report Where (hall vire fitid^, fuch dealing how adaies? 

of wiw.^''*'' Where is flieh cheere, to cheape kti 6ha\irige of &e ? 
Ride north and fouth, and fearch all beaten waies. 
From Bar^viclc botiiid* ^ « Venice if you darc^ 
And finde tti« Tike^ thftt I in Waleaf hkirt fouiid, 
And I (hail be, ^otlr.Da^e and bohdmdi bbUnd. 
If Wales be thUs, »^ t^all well fhall piwe. 
Take Wales goodwill^ and give them n^ighbburs l(prt> 

JunhT^hef^^^ To Ludloe now, my mufe muft needc* hjttrfnc, 
you fiode Lud-A feafoh fh(Ht« lio lottg difcourfe doth ci^vt : 
Tyme roulcth on, I doe but daylight burne. 
And many thnlg», ittdeede to doe 1 hat^e. 
Looke ithdt gttait toWtie, dothfront tm Walci thii 

howet, 
I minde to tottch, Ood fparing life and pdUrer : 
Not hye<^ thereto, btit halMe by h^rts diefm. 
To give thefti ^Mifc, Whofe deedes ddc fame l^tjilt. 
f^irte Folium. 



Of 



OP WALES. 97 



Cy Shrcwfcbury Churches and the Monuments '^y^^.^^^f^^ fat* 
therein, with a Bridge of Stone two Brnv/hotl^^^"^^ «^- 
long, and a Streate called Colam, being in the 
Subharbsj andafayre Bridge there in like maner : 
all this was forgotten in thefirji Copie. 



I Had fuch hafte, in hope to be but briefe, 
That monuments, in churches were forgot : 
And fomewhat mote, behind the walles as chiefe, 
'Where playes have bin, which is moft worthie note» 
There is a ground, newe made theator wife, A plcafant and 

Both deepe and hye, in goodly auncicnt guife : gf ground. 

.Where well may fit, ten thoufand men at eafe, 
And yet the one, the other not difpleafe. 

A fpace belowe, to bay t both bull and beare. 

For players too, great roume and place at will. 

And in the fame, a cocke pit wondrous feare, 

Befides where men, may wrafUe in their fill. 

A ground moft apt, and they that fits above, 

At once in vewe, all this may fee for love : 

At Aflons play, who had beheld this then, Maii^er Afton 

Might well have feene, there twentie thoufand men. "^^^^ * feachcr!* 

Fayre Sevame ftreame, runs round about this ground, ^ ^.^j j^^^^^ 
Save that one fide, is clofde with Shrcwfebrie wall : ft<wd by this 
And Sevarne bankes, whofe beautie doth abound, theWclft Fryers 
In that fame foyle, behold at will ye (hall. 

O ^W 
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In Shrewfeburie Who comes to markc, ^nd note what may be feenei, 
Xoufei. ^^^ '^^' ^^^^^ furely fee, great pjeafures on this greene : 

Who Walkts the banked^ and thmkes hitf pstput not 
greate, 

Shiill fay the towne» is fuire a princely feate^ 

Without the walks, as Subbarbs buylded bec» 
So doe they {land, as armes and legges to towne : 
Each one a ftreate, doth anfwer in degree. 
And by fome part, comes Sevarne running downe : 
As though that flreame, had mynd to garde them all^ 
And as through bridge, this flood doth dayly fall^ 
So offreeftone, three bridges bigge there arc. 
Ail {lately built, a tiling full ftraunge and rare* 

Then judge by this, and other things a heape, 
They had deepe (kill, that fir{l the founders were : 
Good right they (hould, the fruite of labour reape, 
Whofe wit and wealth, did all the charges beare. 
O fathers wife, and wits beyond the nicke. 
That had the head, the fpreetes and fence fo quicke : 
O golden age, that car'de not what was fpent, 
So leaden dales, did fland therewith content* 

Gold were thofe yeeres, that fparde fuch filver pence. 
And brazen world, was that which hoorded all ; 
The leaden daies, that we have faverd fince. 
Bytes to the bones, and tafteth worfe then gall* 
What newe things xw>\f , with franknefle well begun. 
Can {laine thofe deedes, our &thers old h^ve done : 

Great 



O F W A L E 8, ' 99 

Great towt^ei they buy It, great churches rear4 Uke^ 

wife. 
Which makes our fame, to fall and theirs tp life* 

Locke QBtha works, and wi^sof fonneragie. 
And 9ur tyipe (hall, come dragging farre behind t 
If both tymes might, be plainly playd on ftage, 
And old tyme pail, be truely calde to mind* 
For all our brave, fine glorious buyldings gay, 
Tyme paft would rpn, with all the fame away. 
Aike Oxford that, and Cambridge if it pleafe. 
In thi^ one jpoynt, ih^U you refolve at eafe* 

In aunpient tyme, fiur eJdf rs had d^fire, A briefe dif- 

Tq buyld their tpwnes, on fte^pe and ft^ly biU : pj^ft,^!^*" 
To (hewe that as, their hearts did (till ^fpyre^ 
So (hould.th^ir works, deqlarp their wm-thie wilU 
And for that theni the world was full of ftrife, 
And fewe men flood, aiTur'd of land or life : 
Such quarrels rofe, about great rule and flate, 
That no one foyle, was free from foule debate. 

For which fliarpe caufe, that dayly bred difcord. The occafion of 

They made ftrong holds, and caflles of defence : toldf "^ *'**"' 
And fuch as weare, the kings the prince and lord 
Of any place, would fpare for no expence. 
To fee that fafe, that they had hardly won : 
For which fure poynt, were forts and townes begun : 
And further loe, if people waxed wyld, 
. They brought in feare, by this both man end child. 

O t And 
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Wales hath t 
vronderfull 
number of 
caftlee. 
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And if men may, judge who had moft ado. 

Or geflc by forts, and holds what land was bcft ; 

Or look upon, our common quarrels to : 

Or fearch what made, men feeke for peace and reft, 

Behold but Wales, and note the caftlcs there. 

And you (hall finde, no fuch works any where : 

So old fo Urong, fo coftly and fo hye, 

Not under funne, is to be feene with eye. 



And to be plaine, fo many holds they have. 
As fure it is, a world to marke them well : 
Taufe there a while, my mufe muft pardon crave, 
Pen may not long, upon fuch matter dwell. 
A defcription of ^^^ Denbigh comes, to be fet foorth in verfe, 
Denbighihiere. Which (hall both towne, and caftle here rehesurfe ; 
So that the verfe, fuch credit may atiayne. 
As writer fliall, not lofe no peece of payne« 



An 
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An InfroduBion to bring in Denbighfliierc, 



H 



ATH flouth and fleepe, bewitcht my fences fo, A conceyted toy 

_, , - ,,.,,, to fet a broach an 

That head cannot, awake the ydle hand : carncft matter. 



!s frendly mufe, become fo great a foe, 
That labring pen, in pennor Hill (hall ftand. 
Vhat trifeling toye, doth trouble writers brayne, 
That eameft love, forgets fweete poets vaync : 
$id welcome mirth, and fad conceytes adue, 
Vnd fall againe, to write fome matter newe» 

Let old device, a lanteme be to this. 
To give (kill light, and make found judgement fee : 
lince gazing eyes, hath feene what each thing is, 
^d that no towne, nor foyle is hid from thee : 
let foorth in verfe, as well this countrey here, 
\z thou at large, haft fet out Monmouthfhiere : 
Vaife one alone, the reft will thee dlfdaine, 
\, day may come, at length to quite thy paine. 



Though former toyles, be loft in fommer laft, 
)ifpayre not now, for Wales is thankfull ftill : 
i'hou haft gone farre, the greateft brunt is paft, 
['hen forward pafle, and plucke not backe goodwill, 
'ut hand to plough, like man goe through with all, 
^hy ground is good, run on thou canft not fall : 

When 



Being muftcr- 
maifter of Kent 
more chargeable 
then well con- 
fidered of there. 
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When fecdc is fowne, and tyme beftowcs fomc paine 
Thou fhalt be knownc, a reaper of good graine. 

Holcjon thy courfc and travaile Wales all ore, 
And whet thy wits, to marke and note it well : 
And thou (halt fee, thou never faw'ft before. 
Right goodly thmgs, in deede that dothcxcell : 
More auncient townes, more famous caftlcs old, 
Then well farre of, with eafe thou mayft behold : 
With Denbighfhiere, thy fecond worke begin. 
And thou fhalt fee, what glorie thou flialt win. 

So I tooke horfe, and mounted up in hafte. 
From Monmouthfluere, a long the coafis I ryde : 
When froA and fnowe, and wayward winters wafte, 

Cblrke Caftle a Did beate from tree, both leaves and fommefs pryde. 

goodly and j ^^^^^^ £^£^ ^^ Chirke, right ore a bpookc^ 

princely houfc ' ' & ^ 

yet. Where ftaying ftill, oh countrey well to looke. 

A caftle fayre, appeerde to fight of cy^, 
Whofe walles were great, and towers bothlar^ aid 
hye. 

Kecryock . a Full underneath, the fame doth Keeryock run, 
)!«" water. ^*°' ^ raging brooke, when rayneorfnowc isgreate: 
It was fome prince, that firfl this houfe begun, 
It (hewes farre of, to be fo brave a featc. 
Maifter John On fide of hill, it ftands moft trim to vewa, 
fa^^w houfc'nerc An old ftrong place, a caftle nothing ncwe. 
*^"- A goodly thing, a princely pallace yet, 

If all within, were thoroughly furnilhtfit. 

Beyond 
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Beyond the fame, thtte is a bridge of flpne» 
That fbnds on Dee, a rirer deepe and fwift : 
It feemes as it^ would rive the rocks alone, 
Orundermyne, with force the craggie clift. 
To Chefler runs, this river all along, 
With gu(hing ftreame, and roring water ftrong : 
On both the fides, are bankes and hilles good fbre. 
And mightie Hones, that makes the river rore. 



Newe bridge oa 
the river Uee. 



It flowes with winde, although no rayne there bee. 

And fwelles like fea, with waves and foming flood : 

A wonder fure> to fee this river Dee, 

With winde alone, to waxe fo wyld and wood. 

Make fuch a fturre, as water would be mad, 

And fhewe fuch life, as though fomefpreete it had. 

A caufe there is, a nature for the fame, 

To bring this flood, in fuch ftraunge cafe and frame. 

Not farre from this, there (lands on little mount, 
A right fay re church, with pillars large and wide : 
A monument, therein of good account. 
Full finely wrought, amid the queere I fpyde, 
A tombe there is, right rich and {lately made, 
Where two doth lye, in flone and auncient trade. 
The man and wife, with fumptuous follemne guyfe. 
In this ritch fort, before the aulter lyes* 



A ftraunge na- 
ture of a water. 



There is a poolc 
in MeryoDetk- 
ihiere of three 
mylelongragetb 
fo by ftorme s 
that it makea 
this river flowcr 



Ruabon church 
is a fay re peec& 
of \irurke. 



His head on crefl, and warlike helmet flayes, 
A lyon blew, on top thereof comes out : 
On lyons necke, along his legges he layes. 
Two gauntlets white, are lying there about. 



This gentleman 
was called John 
BcUis Eytton, 



K^ 
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An auncicnt fquire, he was and of good race* 

As by his armes, appeeres in many a place 2 

His houfe and lands, not farre from thence dothihoey 

His birth and blood, was great right long agoe. 

The trimmeft glafle, that may in windowe bee, 
(Wherein the roote, of JefTe well is wrought) 
At aulter head, of church now (hall you fee. 
Yea all the glafle, of church was deerely bought. 

Within two myles, there is a famous thing, 
Offacs Dyke. Cal'de OfFaes Dyke, that reacheth farre in length : 
All kind of ware, the Danes might thether bring. 
It was free ground, and cal'de the Britaines ftrfength. 
Wats Dyke. Wats Dyke likewife, about the fame was fet, 

Betweene which two, both Danes and Britaines met, 
Andtrafficke ftill, but palling bounds by fleight, 
The one did take, the other prifner ftreight. 

Thus foes could meete, (as many tymes they may) 
And doe no harme, when profite ment they both : 
Good rule and lawe, makes baddeft things to ftay. 
That els by rage, to wretched revellgoeth. 
The brutefl beafls, that favage are of kynd, 
Together comes, as feafon isaflynde^: 
The angryeft men, that can no friendfhip byde, 
Muft ceace from warre, when peace appalles their 
pride. 
- ■ ♦ 

Now 
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1Slo\v let this goe, and call in bade to minde, Robert Howell 

^ ' . lyes there a gen- 

Trim Wrickfara towne, a peanle of Denbighfliiere : Ueman. , 

In whofe fay re church, a tombe of ftone I finde> 

Under a wallj right hand on fide of quceri^; 

On th' other fide, one Pilfon lyes in grave, 

Whofe hearfe of blacke, fayth he a tonibe (hall have : 

In queere lyes Hope, by armes of gentle race^ 

Of fuhdlion once, a redor in that place; 

But fpeake of church, and fteeple as I ought, 
My pen to bafe, fo fayre a worke to touch : 
Withirt and out, they are fo finely wrought, 
I cannot praife, the workman fliip too much. 
But buylt of late, rior eight fcore yeeres agde, 
Not. of long tyme, the date thereof doth ihoe : 
No common worke, but fure a worke moll fine, 
As though they had, bin Wrought by power devinc; 

The fteeple there, in forme is full foiire fquarcj 
Yet every way, five pinnackles appeefe : 
Trim pi(5tures fayre, in flone on outfide are, 
Made all like waxe, as flone were nothing deere. 
The height fo great, the breadth fo bigge witjiallj 
No peece thereof, is likely long to fall, 
A worke that ftands, to flayne a number morc^ 
In any age, that hath been buylt before. 



Jge- 
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A generall Commendation of GentilitU. 



NERE Wrickfam dwels, of gentlemen goodllorc, 
Of calling fuch, as are right well to live : 
By market towne, I have not feene no more, 
(In fuch fmall roume) that auncient armes doe give, 
all ihcfc gcntll! They are the joye, and gladnefle of the poore, 

men. That daylv feedes, the hungrie at their doorc : 

Maiflcr Roger j j y o 

Pllfons houfe at In any foyle, where gentlemen jire found, 
Mairte^Almmer^^"^^ ^°^^^ ^^ ^^P^> ^"^ bountie doth abound. 

at Pantyokin. 

Piffonof Berfan. They beautifie, both towne and countrey too, 
Maifter Edward And furnilht are, tQ ferve at neede in feeld : 
gan. And every thing, in rule and order do, 

Maifler James ^j^^ ^^^^ Qq^j ^j^^ ^ajj ^^ honour yeeld, 

Eaton of Eatton. ' , •' 

Maifter Edward They are the flrength, and furetie of the land, 
Eaton by Rua- j^^Ytoic true hearts, doth truft and credit ftand, 

Maifter Owen By whofe wife heads, the neighbours ruled are, 

BruetonefBor- -^ , , . r f ^ 

ras. In whom the prince, repoieth greateft care. 

Maifter John 
PilfonofHaber- 

dewernc. They are the flowers, of every garden ground, 

Maifter Thomas^ , ,. , ,.,i t 

Powell of Hor- For where theylwant, there growes butwicked wecdcs; 

. Jjy* Their tree and fruite, in rotten world is fownd, 

Trevar of Trc- Their noble mynds, will bring foorth faithfuU deedes 

^A^^°' II -r Their glorie refls, in countries wealth and fame, 
A generall praife & ' > 

o/jjj gentlemen They have refpe6^, to blood and auncient name : 

JsihMbiung of q.. 

Mycountrtj, *" J^ 
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They weigH npthini;, fo much as loy all hart, 
WThich is rngfl pd're, and cleane in every part. 

They doe uphold, all civlll maners myld, 
' All many ads, all wife and worthie waies : 
if they were not, the countrey would grow wyld, 
And we (hould foone, forget our elders dales : 
Waxe blunt of wit, in fpeech grow rude and rough, 
Want vertue ftill, and have of vice enough. 
Shewe feeble fpreete, lacke courage every where, 

* Dout many a thing, and our owne fhadowes feare. 

They dare attempt, for fame and hye rcnowne, 
To fcale the clowdes, if men might clyme the ayre ; 
Aflault the flarres, and plucke the planets downe. 
Give charge on moone, and funne that fliinesfo fayre. 
I meane they dare, attempt the greateft things, 
Flye fwiftly or?, high hilles if they had wings : 
Beate backe the feas, and teare the mountaincs too, 

• Yea what dare not, a man of courage doo. 

Now muft I turne, to my difcoiirfe agayne, 

I Wrickfam leave, and pen out further place ; 

So if my mufe, were now in pleafant vayne. 

Holt Caftle (hould, from verfe receive fome grace ; Holt caftlc an 

The feate is fine, and trimly buylt about, excellent fine 

. ' -^ -^ ' place, the nvcr 

With lodgings fayre, and goodly roume» throughout, of Dee ranning 

Strong vaults and caves, and many an old device, Maifter Huet 
That in our dales, are held of worthie price, 4wcllc8 there« 

That place muft pafle, with praife and fo adue, Maifter Evan 

My mufe is bent, (and pen is readie preft) Fiud dwellet In 
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To feede your eares, with other matters newc, 
That yet rernaiiies, in head and labfuring breft. 
A monntaine towne, that isThlangothlan calde, 
A pretie feate, but not well buy It nor walde, 
Caftle Dynofe- Stands hi the way, to Yale and VVrlthen both, 
•wooddie hill on Where are great hilles, and plaines but fewe for troth, 

the one fide, and 
Qreenc Caftle 

OB the other. Of mountalnes now, in deede my mufe niuft runne, 
The poets the'-e did dwell as fables fayne : ' 
Becaufe forhe fay, they would be neere the fimne, 
X And taile fometymes, the froll, the cold, and rayne, 
To judge of both, which is tlie chiefe and befl. 
Abridgeofftone Who knowes no toyle, can never fkill of rert, 
Jands over Dee! '^^^^ alwaies walkes, on carpet foft and gay, 

Knowes not hard hills, nor likes the ixiountaine way, 



'iDif- 
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A Difcourfe of Mount aynes. 



AME narure drew, thefe mountaynes in fuch ?^^?^' jE:?^**"-^ 



fort, of Yale. 

As though the one, (hould yeeld the other grace : 
Oras each hill, it felf were fuch a fort, • 
They fcornde to floope, to give the cannon place. 
If all were playne, and finooth like garden ground, 
Where (hould hye woods, and goodly groves be found: 
The eyes delight, that lookes on every coaft. 
With pleafures great, and fayre profpedt were loft. 

On hill we vevve, farre of both feeld and flood, 
Feele heate or cold, and fo fucke up fweete ayre : 
Behold beneath, great wealth and worldly good, 
See walled townes, and looke on countries fayre. 
And who ^o fits, or ftands on mountayne hye, 
Hath haife a world, incompaife of his eye : 
A platforme made, of nature for the nonce. 
Where man may looke, on all the earth at once. 

Thefe ragged rocks, brings plaineft people foorth, 
pn mountaine wyld, the hardeft horfe is bred : 
Though grafle thereon, be groflc and lit,tle worth, 
3weet is the foode, where hunger fo is fed. 
On rootes and hearbs, our fathers long did feede, 
And neere the ikye, growes-fvveetefl fruit in deede : 
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On marrifh meares, and watrie moffie ground. 
Are rotten weedes, and rubbifh drofle unfound. 

The fogges and mifts, that rife from valebeloWc, 
A reafon makes, that h:rhefi hilles are bcft : 
And when fuch fogges doth ore the mountayne goc 
In fouleft dales, fayre weather may be geft# 
As bitter blafls, onmountaynesbiggedothblowc, 
. So noyfome fmels, and favours breed betowe : 
The hill ftands clecre, and cleane from filthie fmell. 
They iindc notfo, that doth in valley dwelU 

The mountayne men, live longer many a yeere. 
Then thofe in vale, in playne or marrifli foyle : 
A luHiehart, a cleane complexion cleere 
They have on hill, that for hard living toyle. 
With ewe and lambe, with goates and kids they pla 
In greateft toyles, to rtib out wearie day : 
And when to houfe, and home good fellowes draw< 
The lads can laugh, at turnmg of a itrawe. 

No ayre fo pure, and wholefome as the hill. 
Both man and beafi:, delights to be thereon : 
In heate or cold, it keepesone nature ftill. 
Trim neate and drye, and gay to go upon. 
A place moll fit, for paftime and good fport. 
To which wyld fiaggeand bucke doth fllU refort \ 
To crye of hounds, the mountayne ecco yeelds, 
A grace to vale, a beautie to the feelds. 
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It iSEb for world, as though a watch it were, 

A ftately gard, to keepe greenc meddowe my Id : 

The poctft fayne, on flioulders it doth'beare 

The heavens hye, but there they arc beguyld. 

The maker firfl:, of mountayne and of vale, 
Made hill a wall, to clip about the dale : 
A ihroDg defence, for needful! fruit and come. 
That els by blaft, might quickly be forlorne. 

k 
If boyftrous wynds, were not withHood by ftrength, 
-Repulft by force, and driven backward too, 
They would deflroy, our earthly joyes at length. 
And through their rage, they would much, mifchiefe 

doo. 
God fawe what fmart, and griefe the earth would byde 
By fturdie flormes, and pearcing tempeils pryde : 
So mountaynes made, to fave the lower foyle. 
For feare the earth, fliould fuffer ihamefull fpoyle. 

How could weake leaves, and bloflbmes hang on tree. 
If boyftring wynds, fhould braunches dayly beatc : ^ 
How could poore foules, in cottage quiet bee^ 
If higher grounds, did not defend their feate. 
Who buylds hiS bower, right under foote of hill. 
Hath little cold, and weather warme at will : * 
Thus prove I here, the mountayne frendeth all, 
Stands iftiffe gaynfl flormes, like fleeleor brazen walL 

You may compare, a king to mountayne hye, 
Whofe prmcely power, can byde both bront and ihocke 

Of 
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Of bitter blaft, or thunderbolt from Ikye, 

His fortrefie ftands, upon fo firme a rocke. 

A prince helps all, and doth fo ftrongly (it, 

That none can harme, by fraude, by force nor wit. 

The weake mufl leane, where ftrength doth moft re* 

mayne, 
The mountayne great, commaunds the little plaync. 

As mountayne is, a noble ftately thing, 
Thruft full of ftones, and rocks as hard as fleeic : 
A pecrles peece, comparde unto a king. 
Who lits full faft, on top of fortunes wheelc : 
So is the dale, a place of futtle ay re, 
A den of drofle, oft tymes more foul then fayre : 
A durtie foyle, where water long doth byde, 
Yet ritch withall, it cannot be denyde. 

But wealth mars wit, and wcares out vertue cleane, 
An eating worme, a cancker pall recure : 
A trebble loude, but not a merrie meane, 
That mulic makes, but rather jarres procure : 
A ilirrer up, of flrife and leaud debate. 
The ground of warre, that ftayneth every ftate 
With giftes and bribes, that greedie glutton fecdea 
And filles the gut, whereon great tfeafonbreedes. 

Wealth foflers pride, and heaves up haughtie hatt, 
Makes wit oreweene, and man bclceve to farre : 
Enfects the mynd, with vice in every part, 
That quickly fets, the fences all at warre. 

In 
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Inralley ritch, thefe mifchiefes nourifht are, 
God planted peace, on mountayne poore and'barc : 
•y fweat of browes, the people lives on hill, 
Notflcight of braytte, ne craft nor cunnirig (kill. 

Where dwels difdayne, difcord or dubble waies, 
But where ritch cubs, and currifh karles are found ? 
Where is more love, who hath more happie daies^ 
. Then thofe poore hynds, that digges and delves the 

ground. 
Perhaps you fay, fo hard the rocks may bee, 
Ne come nor grafle, nor plough tKereon you fee : 
Ytt loe the Lord, fuch blefling there doth give, 
Thatfweet content, with oten cakes can live. 

Sowre whey and curds, can yeeld a fugred taft. 
Where fweete martchpane, as yet was never knowne : 
When emptie gorge, hath bole of milke embraft. 
And cheefe and bread, hath dayly of his owne, 
He craves no feafl, nor feekes no banquets fine. 
He can difgefl, his dinner without wine : 
So»toyles out life, and likes full well this trade, 
Not fearing death, becaufe his count is made. 

Who fleepes fo found, as he that hath bo flieepe, 
Nor heard of beads, to paftor and to feede ? 
Who feares the woolfe,but he who lambes doth keepc, 
And many an hower, is forft to watch in deede. 
Though gold be gay, and cordyall in his kynd, 
The lofle of wealth, grypes long a greedie mynd. 
I*oor mountayne folke, polTeffe not ifuch great ftorc 
5ut when its gon, they care not much therefore. 

Q. 0/ 



114 THEWORTHINES 



Cy Yal^ a. little to beJ}ohn of. 



^^ ^ ^TT^HE countrie Yale, hath hilles and mountaynci 

Th€ names of l* * ' ■' 

the rivers of -^ hye, 

Kecrlodf 'parts ^^^^^ ^^^^^^^ ^^^^^' ^^""^ ^^^^^ ^^^ broojces do roii : 
Shropfhcre and So many fprings, that field that foylc is dryc : 

beforl^Chi^^^^^^^^ ^^°^ ^"^^ ^^^ P^^^^» °^ ^^^^^ ground 18 won, . 
Dec at newc Wherewith good fires, is made for man moft meete, 
Thhngothlcn. That burneth cleere, and yeelds a favour fweete 

Aleyn in the •j'q thofe which have, no nofe for dayntie fmell. 
▼alley of Yale. ^. ^ ^ , /i . , ,t 

Clanweddock in The finer fort, were beft in court to dwell. 

the fayre vale of 

Clanweddock Hard du&ie rocks, all covered ore full dim : 

Saint Affe. ^ Where if winde blowe, ye (hall foule weather findc^ 

Iftrade by Den- And thinkeyou feele, the bitter blafb full brim. 

Digh. ^ 

Raihad comes to But though cold bytes^ the face and outward ikin, 

Kc ^tWcth ^^^ ftomacke loe, is thereby warm'd within . 

comes into For ftill mofe meate, the mountayne men difgeit, 

Rayhad. Then in the playne, you finde among the beft. 

Here is hard waies, as earth and mountayne yeefda, 
Some foftneflTe too, as trad of foote hath made v 
But to the dames, for walke no pleafant feelds, 
Nor no great woods, to (hroud them in the (hade, 
Tet (heepe and goates, are plentie here in place, 
And good WcKh nagges, that are of kmdeit race : 

With 
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I goodly nowt, both fat and bigge with bone, 
: on hard rocks, and mountayne feedes alone* 

Trythcn now, I treatc as rcafon is, 
ifence crave, to talke on fuch a.feate : 
ifc my (kill, where pen or mufe doth mis, 
:rc knowledge fayles, the cunning is not great, 
ere I write, a verfe upon that foyle, 

II crye out, of tyme that all doth fpoyle : 

ge weares youth, and youth gives age t;he place, 
rme weares world, and doth old works difgrace* 
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A Difcourfe of Tyme. 



OTra6V of tyme, that all cpufumes to duft, 
We hold thee not, for thou art bald behinde \ 
The fayrefl fword, or mettall thou wilt ruft, 
And brighteft things, bring quickly out of mlndcf 
The triipmeil: towers, and caftles great and gay. 
In procelle long, at length thou doell decay : 
The braveft houfe, and princely buildings rare, 
Thou wafts and weares, and leaves the vvalles but bare, 

O cancker vile, that creepes in hardeft rnold. 
The marble ftone, or flint thy force fhall feele; 
Thou haft a power, to pcarce and eat the gold. 
Fling downe the ftrong, and make the ftoute 'to reelCf 
O wafting worme, that eates fweete kernels all, 
And makes the nut, to duft and powder fall : 
O glutton great, that feedes on each mans ftore. 
And yet thy felfe, no better art therefore, 

Tyme all cohfumes, and helps it felfe no wl:it, 
As fire by flame, burnes coales to finders fmall : 
Tyme fteales in man, much like an agew fit, 
That weares the face, the flefti the Ikinne and alU 
O wretched ruft, that wilt not fcoured bee, 
Odreadfull tyme, the world is feard of thee ; 

. Thou 
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flingeft flat, the higheft tree that growes, 
tryumph makes, on pompe and paynted (howes. 

But moft of all, my mufe doth blame thee now. 
For throwing downe, a rare and goodly featc : 
By Wrythen towne, a noble caftle throwe. 
That in tyme paft, had many a lodging greatc, 
• And towers moft fayre, that long a buylding was. 
Where now God wot, there growes nothing but 

grafle : 
The flones lye wafte, the walles feemes but a (hell 
Of little worth, where once a prince might dwell. 



or 
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0/ Wrythen both the Caflh and the Tmone. 



The Cattle of npHIS caftlcftands, On rockc much like red bricke» 
^[wtdVa"" The dykes arc cut, with tode through ftonic 

marvellous faire craggC : 

lypla*«.^^'"^^^' T^® towers are hyc, the walles are large and thicke^ 
The worke It felfe, would (hake a fubjedts bagge. 
If he were bent, to buyld the like agayne : 
It reds on mount, and lookes ore wood and playne : 
It had great ftore, of chambers finely wrought. 
That tyme alone, to great decay hath brought. 

It (hewes within, by dubble walles and wales, 

A deepe device, did firft ered the fame : 

It makes our world, to thinke on elders daies, 

Becaufe the worke, was formde in fuch a frame* 

One tower or wall, the. other anfwers right, 

As though at call, each thing (hould pleafe the fight x 

The rocke wrought round, where every tower doth 

fiand. 
Set foorth full fine, by head by hart and hand. 

There is a pooIe And faft hard by, runncs Cloyd a river fwift, 
htth*i*n U^i^** In winter tyme, that fwelles andfpreads the feeld ; 
kynd offiih that That \i^ter fure, hath fuch a fecret gift, 
ifttfw!"' **", And fuch rare S(h, ui feafoo due doth ycc|d, . 

Ai 
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mod itraunge : let men of knowledge now« 
rhhidcaufe, fearch out the nature throve : 

le there is, through which this Cloyd doth pafie^ 
*e is a fi(h, that fome a whiting call : 
-e never yet, no fammon taken was» 
ath good flore, of other fiihes all. 
i that poQle, and fo beneath that flood 
mmons caught, and many a fifh full good: 
. the fame, there will no fammon bee, 
leere that poole, you ihall no whiting fee. 

; left out, a river and a vale, A river called 

oth of them, arc fajrreand worthie note : ▼aSy'of Yate! 

K^ill them feeke, (hall iinde them (till in Yale, 
beare fuch fame, they may not be forgot, 
iver runnes, a myle Mght under ground^ 
/here it fprings, the iflue doth abound : 
ito Dee, this water doth diflend, 
;th name, and therein makes an end. 

ground likewife, this valley feemes to bee^ The Talley ^ 

lany a man, of wealth is dwelling there : *' 

)untayne top, the valley (hall you fee 

er greene, with goodly meddowes feare. 

alley hath, a noble neighbour neere, 

im the towne, of Wrythen doth appeere : 

I towne (binds well, and wants no plea(ant ayre^ 

oble foyk| and countug^ is to fayre. , 
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The Earlc of A chorch there is, in Wrythen at this day, 
Kent lyes here. Wherein Lord Gray, that once was Earlc of Kent, 
In tombe of Hone, amid the chauncell lay : 
But fince remov'd, as worldly matters went. 
And in a wall, fo layd as now he lyes 
An Anckrcs in Rjght hand of qucere, full playne before your eyes J 

King Henry the *^ *' * "^ "^ •' 

fourths tyme An Anckres too, that nere that wall did dwell, 
burycd her,e. x w^ith trim wrought worke, in wall is buryed wcli. 

The picafant ]sjo^ ^o the vale, of worthie Dyffrin Cloyd, * 
vale of Dyftnn ' •'•-'' 

Cloyd, My mufe muft pafTe, a foyle molt ritch and gay ; 

This noble feate, that never none anoyd, 

That Cawe the fame, and rode or went that way : 

The vewe thereof, fo much contents the mynd, 

The ay re therein, fo wholefome and fo kynd : 

The beautie fuch, the breadth and length likewife. 

Makes glad the hart, and pleafeth each mans eyes. 

This vale doth reach, fo farre in vewe of man. 
As he farre of, may fee the feas in deede : - 
And who a while, for pleafure travayle can 
Throughout this vale, and thereof take good heede, 
He fiiall delight, to fee a foyle fo fine. 
For ground and graife, a palling plot devine. 
And if the troth, thereof a man may tell, 
This vale alone, doth all the reft excell. 

The rale As it belowe, a wondrous beautie fhowes, 
'^dhtt^^ ^'' The hilles above, doth grace it trebble fold : 
On every fide, as farre as valley goes, 
A border bigge, of hilles ye (hall behold ; 

They 
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cy kee|>e the vale in fuch a quiet forty 
at birds and beafis, for fuccour there refort : 
a flocks of foule, and beards of beaft fomet3rme9 
iwes there from ftorme, when tempefts are in 
pryme. 



<»t 



rcc rivers run, amid the bottome hecre, Thret lifcn ik 

ade, and Cloyd, Cianweddock (loe) the third : 
e noyfe of ft^^eames, in fommer morning cleere, 
e chirpe and charme, and chaunt of every bird ^ Datarallfecrti 
at padeth there, a fecond heaven is : 
helliih found, more like an earthly blis : 
(lufick fweete, that through our eares ihall creepe, 
focret arte, and lull a man a lleepe* 



Ttt 
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The Caflle of Gargoorley in Dehbjghfhlerc. 



J^lTL^t^ni: f^ Agoorley conies, right now to pafle my pen, 
Robert Saief- V-^ With ragged vvalles, yea all to rent and ton 

burieofBachen- * i i. -^ i_ j u* i 

bj^; As though It had, bin never knowne to men^ 

Foulk Lloyd of Qr carelcirc left, as wretched thing forlorne : 

Piers Holland of LiKC bcgi^cr bare, as naked as my nayle, 

Kynmel. j^ u.gj, along, whofe wracke doth none bewayle. 

Piers Owen of •'^ ° . -^ 

Ahergele. But if flie knewe, to whom it doth pertayne, 

of Ber'^nT*''^''^^ What royalties, anH honors doth remayrie 

William Wyn of Unto that feate, it fhould riepayred bee, 

EJis^PrlcV cf ^^^ further caufe, then common people fee* 

Spitty. 

' But fondrie things, that are full fane from fight, 
Are out of mynd, and cleane forgot in fine : 
So fuch as have, thereto but little right, 
Poffefle the fame, by leavell and by line, 
Or els by hap, or fuite as often falles : 
But what of that, Cargoorleys rotten wallea 
Can never bring, his betters in difpute, 
That hath perchaunce, bin got by hap or fute : 
So reft good mufe, and fpcake no further heere, 
Leaft by thefe words, fome hidden thoughts appec 

Kings give and take, fo tyme ft ill rouleth on, 
Cood fubjed^s ferve, for fome what more or lefle : 
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An^ wl>en we fee,* our fathers old are gon, 
Of tyme to come, wc have a greater gefle. 
Fir/l how to gayne, by prefent tyme and flatc, 
Xhen what may fall, by futer tyme ai^d date : 
Tyme pad growes cold, and fo the world lukewarme 
potii helpe it fclfe, by caftle, houfe or farme : 
That reach is good, that rule my frends God fend, 
Which well begin, and makes a vertuous end. 



DENBIGH now, appeare thy turne is next, 

1 neede no glofe, nor (hade to fet thee out : 
For if my pen, doe followe playneft text, 
And paife next way, and goe nothing a]?out, 
Thou (halt he knowne, as worthie well thou art, 
The noblefl foyle, that is in any part : 

■ And for thy feate, and caftle doe compare. 

With any one, of Wales what ere they are* 

\ 
This caflle flands, on top of rocke mofl hye, Tike ftronjeft 

A mightie cragge, as hard as flint or fteele : ; that evT/JSla" 

A maffie mount, wbofe ilones fo deepe doth lye, beheld. 

That no device, may well the bottome feele. 

The rocke difcends, beneath the auncient town? , 

About the which, a ftately wall goes downe, 

With buyldings great, and poflernes to the fame. 

That goes through rocke, to give it greater fame. 

I want good words, and reafons apt therefore, 
It felfe Ihall fhcwe, the fubftance of my tale : 
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But jet my pen, xnuft tell here fomewhat more. 
Of caflles praife, as I have fpoke of vale* 
Mirke wel the A ftren|;th of ftate, ten tymes as f^rong as fayre, 

fitoadoa and y^t fayrc and fine, with dubble walles full thkke, 

buyldiog of the _ ., -^ . , , 

fgg^. Like tarres trim, to take the open ay re, 

Made of frecftonc, and not of burned bricke : 

No buylding there, butfuch as man might fay^ 

The workc thereof, would laft till judgement day. 

The feate fo fure, not fubjc6t to a hill, 
Nor yet to myne, nor force of cannon blafl : 
Within that houfe, may people walke at will, 
And fland full fafe, till daunger all be pafl. 
If cannon rorde, or barkt againft the wall, 
Frends there may fay, a figge for enemies all : 
Five men within, may keepeout numbers greate, 
(In furious fort) that (hall approach that feate. 

Who ilands on rocke, and lookes right down alone^ 
Shall thinke belowe, a man is but a child : 
AprtaifebyUic i fought my felfe, from top to fling a ftone 

With full mayne force, and yet I was beguyld. 
If fuch a height, the migl^tie rocke be than, 
Nc force nor fleight, nor ftout attempt of man. 
Can win the fort, if houfe be furnilht throw. 
The troth whereof, let world be witnefle now. 

It is great payne, from foote of rocke to clymc 
To caftle wall, and it is greater toyle 
On rocke to goe, yea any (lep fometyme 
Uprightly yet, without a faule or foyle. 

An 
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And as this feace, and caflle firongly fiands, 
Paft winning fufe, with en gin fword or hands : 
So lookes it ore, the countrey farre orneere. 
And (hines like torch, and lanterne of the (heere* 

Wherefore Denbigh, thou bearft away the praife, a great glorit 

Denbigh hath got, the garland of our daies : jj^*" ^^ 1^*"- 

Denbigh reapes fame, and lawde a thoufand waies^ 

Denbigh my pen, unto the clowdes (hall raife. 

The caflle there, could I in order drawe, 

It ihould furmount, now all that ere I (awe. ^^ 



^i 
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Of Valcy Crucis Tlilangothlan, and the CaJ 
Dynofebrane. 

i 

THE^eat defire^ to fee Denbigb.at full, 
Did.drawe my muie, from other matter true 
Eut as that fight, my rnynd away did pull 
From former things, t {hould prefent to you. 
So diietie bids, a writer to be playne, 
And things left out, to call to raynd agayne : 
Thlangotlilan then, muft yet come once in place, 
For divers notes, that gives this booke fome grace. 

The Abbey of An abbey nere, that mountayne towne there is, 
Valey Crucis'. -^vbofc walles yet ftand, and fteeple too likewife : 
But who that rides, to fee the troth of this. 
Shall thinke he mounts, on hilles unto the fkyes. 
For when oneliill, behind your backe you fee, 
Another comes, two tymcs as hye as hee : 
And in one place, the mountaynes ftands fo there. 
In roundnefle fucb, as it a cockpit were. 

Their height is great, and full of narrowe wales, 
And fteepe downe right, of force ye mull defcend : 
Some houfes are, buylt there buDof late daies. 
Full underneath, the monflrous mountayncs end ; 
Amid them all, snd thofe as man may gefTe, 
When rayne doth (all, djth Hand in fore di fire ffe : 
For mightie fireuiiic^-, runnts ore both houfe a: 

tharch, 
Whvn (or tiieic ll\e% pjorc men on hilles muft watc 



-Caftle Dynofe- 
brane. 



A goodly brid^ 
pf ftonc here. 
The towne and 
the bridge with 
the vyoJcnt ri- 
ver before that 
towne. 
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Beyond the fame, and yet on hill full hye, 
A caftle Hands, an old and ruynous thing : 
That haughtle houfe, was buylt in weathers eye, 
A^ pretie pyle',* and plcafure for a king. . 
A fort, a flrength, a flrong and (lately hold 
It was at firft, though now it is full old : 
On rocke alone, full farre from other mount 
It ftands, which (hewcs, it was of great account, 

Betweene the towne, and abbey built it was, 
"f hetowne is neere, the goodly river Dto^ 
That underneath, a bridge of ftone doth-paflc. 
And {I ill on rocke, the wiitef runnes' you fee 
A wondrous way, a thing full rare afnd ftrauhgc, 
That rocke cannot, the courfe of Water chaunge: 
For in the ftreame, huge llones and rocks remayne, '-^ 
That backward might the flood of- force conftrayne. 

From thence to Chirke, are mountaynes all a rowe, 
As though in ranke, and battaile mdtmtaynes floods: 
And over them, the bitter winde doth blowe. 
And whirles betwlxtj the valley and the wood. 
Chirke is a place, that parts another fheere, 
And as by trench, and mount doth Well appeere : 
It kept thofe bounds, from- forayn6 force and power, 
That men might lleepe, in furetie every hower. 

Here Denbighlhiere, departs from writers pen, 

And Flihtfhiere now, comes bravely marching in. 

With caftles fine, with proper toWnes imd men, ^i^lhie^e.^' ^ 

Whereof in verfe, my matter mull begin : 
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Not for to feyne, and pleafe the tender eares^ 
But to be plaync, as worlda eye witneffij beares : 
The author fell ^^^ bjCihcrcfay, as fables are fet out, 
ficke here. But by good prgofe, of vewe to voyd a dout. 



h^ bwlS^" WHEN fonuncr fweete, hath blownc ore winters blaft, 
better feate. And waies waze hard, that now are foft and foule : 
Whc^calmicikyes, fayth bitter ftormcs arcpaft, 
And clowdp waxe deere, that now doth lowre and! 

ikoule. 
My mufe I hope, (hall be reviv'de againe; 
That now lyes dead, or rockt a ileepe with paine. 
For labour long, hath weaned fo the wit. 
That fiudious head, a while in reft muft fit : 
But when the fpring, comes on with ncwe delite, 
You ihall from me, heare what my mufe doth write. 

Here endeth my firft booke of the Worthines of 
Wales : which being wel uken, wil encourage me to 
fet foorth another : in which worke, not only the 
re& of the (hieres (that now are not written of) fbsl be 
orderly put in print, but likewife all the aundent 
arroesof gentlemen there in general, ihal be plainly 
defcribedandfet out, to the open vewe of the world, 
if (jod permit me life and health, towarda the finiih- 
ing of fo great a labour. 



Thcmas durchyard* 
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